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Dedication 
 
This guide to the history resources of Alaska fisheries is dedicated to Wrangell historian 
Patricia “Pat” Ann Roppel (1938‐2015). Pat moved to Alaska in 1959 and wrote thirteen 
books and hundreds of articles, many about the history of Alaska fisheries, including 
Alaska Salmon Hatcheries and Salmon from Kodiak. Twice honored as Alaska Historian 
of the Year, Pat Roppel is remembered for the joy she took in research and writing, her 
support of fellow historians and local museums, and her enthusiasm and good humor. 
 
Alaska Historic Canneries Initiative 

The Alaska Historic Canneries Initiative was created in 2014 to document, preserve, and 
celebrate the history of Alaska's commercial fish processing plants, and better 
understand the role the seafood industry played in the growth and development of our 
state. Alaska boasts some of largest and best‐managed fisheries in the world. The state 
currently produces over 5 billion pounds of seafood products annually worth over $5 
billion to its fishermen and even more on the wholesale and retail markets. Fisheries are 
closely regulated by state and federal authorities, and while fish populations naturally 
fluctuate, no commercially harvested species are being overfished. 

Canneries are central to the development of Alaska, but an overlooked and neglected 
part of our historic landscape. Only two Alaska canneries are listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places, although few historic resources have impacted Alaska’s 
economy and history as greatly.  For this reason, the Alaska Historical Society (AHS) 
undertook this new initiative to advocate for and educate the public about our historic 
canneries. The initiative informally came together in 2014 with a session dedicated to 
cannery history at the AHS annual conference in Haines, an online blog (Alaska’s Historic 
Canneries ‐http://alaskahistoricalsociety.org/category/alaska‐canneries/) and a 
presentation at Kodiak’s popular Comfish trade show. Similar efforts will continue at 
future AHS conferences and reach out to other gatherings of Alaska commercial 
fishermen to both celebrate this rich history and gather more stories from its 
participants. 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A Guide for Users 

Alaska Fisheries: A Guide to History Resources is a guide to the history of Alaska’s 
seafood industry and is intended primarily for those unfamiliar with Alaska historical 
sources. The Alaska Historical Society’s Historic Canneries Initiative prepared this to help 
those interested in researching the history of Alaska’s fisheries, fishing communities, 
canneries, or issues affecting its fisheries. It is hoped they can save time and frustration 
if they know how and where to start to look for historical materials. 

General Outline and Organization 

This guide is organized into twenty‐five general and subject‐specific categories relating 
to the literature on Alaska’s fisheries. Within these categories, the entries are listed 
alphabetically by the principal author or issuing agency. These categories are designed 
to help users to focus on specific areas of interest. There is some crossover, as topics or 
areas of interest pertain to multiple issues and are covered in several categories. 

The guide is organized into these categories: 

1. General Alaska Histories, with reference to fisheries 

2. General Histories on Commercial Fishing  

3. Alaska Territorial Fisheries (1884‐1959), including publications after 1959 on 
territorial‐era fisheries. 

4. Alaska Statehood Fisheries (post‐1959 ) 

5. Canneries 

6. Companies and Processing  

7. Labor 

8. Fishing and Seafood‐processing Vessels 

9. Congressional Hearings and Reports 

10. Scientific and Statistical Reports 

11. Marine Fisheries, Pre‐Magnuson‐Stevens Act (1976) 

12. Marine Fisheries, Post‐Magnuson‐Stevens Act (1976) 

13. Halibut  

14. Crab 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15. Seals and Whales 

16. Policy and Economic Analyses  

17. Resource Development Conflicts 

18. Limited Entry and Other Fishery Access Programs 

19. Subsistence  

20. Recreational Fisheries 

21. Memoirs and Biographies 

22. Fiction 

23. Trade Recipes 

24. Pictorial Histories and Photographic Essays  

25. Writings of Patricia “Pat” Roppel  

Fisheries in Alaska: A Historical Overview 

Fisheries are closely linked to Alaska’s history. While some derided acquisition of the 
territory from Russia as “Seward’s icebox,” others knew that icebox was packed with 
fish. Fishermen began to exploited cod on the Shumagin islands and the “Slime Banks” 
on the Bering Sea. Industry pioneers built the first salmon canneries in Klawock and 
Sitka in 1878 and they quickly spread along the coast to Bristol Bay. As the industry 
grew, canned salmon provided jobs and the territory with over 80 percent of its tax 
revenues. Canneries attracted people, and their prime locations like Petersburg, 
Cordova, Kodiak, and Dillingham grew into communities. Statehood advocates seized on 
widespread opposition to outside‐controlled fish traps to win the nation’s 49th star in 
1959.  

Salmon dominated Alaska’s early seafood production but catches of other species such 
as cod, halibut, herring, and more grew during the territorial era. The domestic king crab 
fishery was pioneered near Kodiak and in the Bering Sea in the years following World 
War II. Passage in 1976 of the federal Fisheries Conservation and Management Act, now 
known as the Magnuson‐Stevens Act, dramatically expanded Alaska fisheries offshore. 
Extending the nation’s Exclusive Economic Zone to 200 miles allowed domestic 
fishermen and processors to replace foreign fleets that harvested massive amounts of 
pollock and other groundfish. These harvests total over 2 million metric tons annually.  

The Magnuson‐Stevens Act also created regional councils to manage these fisheries. In 
Alaska, the North Pacific Fishery Management Council became a leader in fostering a 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science‐based process to manage fisheries for long‐term sustainability. Alaska also led in 
implementing license‐limitation or catch‐share programs to prevent overcapitalization 
and improve the economics of its fisheries, although not without controversy which 
continues to this day.  

Scope and Content 

There is a rich history in Alaska fisheries, but users are cautioned that this bibliography is 
not intended to be exhaustive and is, in fact, highly selective. This guide is designed to 
provide titles that are most likely to be held by major libraries in Alaska or larger 
academic research libraries outside of the state specializing in the history of Alaska or 
the Pacific Northwest. Included are articles (journals, magazines, and newspapers), 
administrative histories, bibliographies, ephemera (brochures, pamphlets, ), cultural 
resource reports,  fiction, government publications (federal, territorial, state, and local), 
handbooks, memoirs and biographies, pictorial histories and photographic essays, 
professional conference papers,  reference books, theses and dissertations, trade 
recipes, and yearbooks. There are, however, a large number of publications that are not 
listed but may be interest to some researchers.  

Because of the importance of its fisheries, Alaska fisheries have generated a huge 
volume of published material into scientific research and management. Select 
summaries and reports of interest are listed, but this guide does not include all the 
scientific, technical, and statistical reports published annually. For those who want to 
dig deeper, links are provided to the different regulatory agencies involved.  

Records for Alaska’s territorial and statehood periods in archival repositories contain a 
tremendous volume of annual reports, task force papers, planning documents, and 
investigations into specific issues. Some are listed here, but researchers should be aware 
that many more may be available in archives. The territorial governors’ annual reports 
to the U.S. Secretary of the Interior often contain relevant information. The territorial 
and state legislatures held many hearings on various aspects of Alaska’s fisheries. 

This guide references other uses of Alaska’s fishery resources, such as subsistence and 
recreational fisheries, but not in exhaustive detail. Both of these subjects have merited 
bibliographies of their own. Select reports and historical perspectives regarding these 
uses are included, especially where their uses interact with the commercial sector. 

Many of the publications listed in this guide are available in Anchorage at the Alaska 
Resources Library and Information Services (ARLIS), Consortium Library, the University 
of Alaska Anchorage; in the Alaska Collection, Z. J. Loussac Library, Anchorage Public 
Library; and at the Atwood Resource Center, Anchorage Museum at Rasmuson Center.  

Publications can also be found in the Alaska Historical Collections section of the Alaska 
State Library, in Juneau; the William A. Egan Library, at the University of Alaska 
Southeast; and the Alaska Collection at the Elmer E. Rasmuson Library, at the University 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of Alaska Fairbanks. The National Marine Fisheries Service maintains extensive libraries 
on fishery matters at the Ted Stevens Marine Research Institute, in Juneau, and at the 
Service’s office in Kodiak.  

The Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADFG) maintains libraries in many regional 
offices. Some have unique holdings. For example, the ADFG office in Juneau has a two‐
album collection of newspaper clippings from 1959 to 1969 on fisheries and related 
matters.  ADFG biologist Charles Meacham Sr. compiled the collection and donated it to 
the department after his retirement. Many clippings are from the Anchorage Daily 
Times and Anchorage Daily News, but other publications are included, such as the 
Cheechako News, Tundra Times, and the Naknek Alaska Fisherman. While the contents 
may be accessible elsewhere, the Meacham collection is a unique compilation of fishing‐
related news articles written just as the new state took control of its fisheries. 

Outside Alaska, the University of Washington’s Suzzallo and Allen Libraries and Special 
Collections, and the UW School of Aquatic and Fishery Sciences maintain extensive 
collections of fishery records and archival material. The San Francisco Maritime National 
Historical Park Maritime Research Center is also a tremendous source of material. 

For additional assistance with reference questions on specific topics, students, teachers, 
and other users should contact a local librarian, archivist, or museum curator who is 
familiar with local and regional history sources. Users can also rely on web‐based library 
catalogs and other online finding aids and research tools.  

For in‐depth research beyond secondary sources (books, articles, and so forth), users 
are encouraged to directly contact the libraries, archives, and museums listed in this 
guide for reference service and other assistance in using primary sources. Secondary 
source material may be accessible via interlibrary loan at public, college, and university 
libraries. Original primary sources are not available through interlibrary loan programs 
as they are unique materials and cannot be replaced.  Researchers are encouraged to 
contact the archival repository holding the specific materials of interest in advance of a 
possible visit to discuss the subject of their research and to receive reference assistance.  
Some primary source materials may be available digitized or microfilm formats.  Major 
academic research libraries and archives in Anchorage, Fairbanks, or Juneau hold 
microfilm copies of selected Alaska materials, with some covering fisheries topics, from 
the National Archives, Library of Congress, and from other major repositories. 

Additional Sources: 

Trade Publications 

An invaluable source for fishery researchers is the trade magazine Pacific Fisherman, 
which was published monthly from 1903 to 1966.  Pacific Fisherman also published a 
yearbook or “Annual Number” that contained statistical summaries and key stories from 
previous year. Publisher Miller Freeman was a strong advocate of the fishing industry, 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and Pacific Fisherman covered all aspects: its history and development, harvest 
statistics, changes in technology and regulation, politics and controversies, and the 
industry’s personalities. The advertisements alone make it an entertaining read. Some 
issues focused on different aspects of the industry.  The September 1925 edition, for 
example, featured commercial fishing in Southeast Alaska. Several libraries have 
complete or partial collections of Pacific Fisherman, and the University of Washington 
has posted editions from 1903‐1911 online: 
http://content.lib.washington.edu/pacfishweb/index.html.  

In 1966, Pacific Fisherman folded into Maine‐based National Fisherman, which remains 
in publication and is also a valuable source of industry news: 
http://www.nationalfisherman.com/. National Fisherman maintained the Pacific 
Fisherman’s yearbook, rebranded as the Pacific Packers Report, through at least 1981. 
Archival copies are a great source of annual statistical information and articles on 
industry trends.  

The United Fishermen of Alaska (UFA), a Juneau‐based umbrella group of fishermen’s 
organizations, published a monthly newspaper, the Alaska Fisherman, beginning in the 
1970s. Later in the decade, the Seattle‐based Alaska Fisherman’s Journal (AFJ) was 
founded. In the early 1980s, the UFA paper folded into the AFJ, which was acquired by 
National Fisherman in 2005. 

The Anchorage‐based Bering Sea Fishermen’s Association published the tabloid‐format 
Bering Sea Fisherman on an irregular basis from 1980 until 2002. The entire collection is 
available online at http://www.bsfaak.org/news/bsfa‐newspapers/. Other key trade 
publications covering the fisheries include the Seattle‐based magazine Pacific Fishing 
http://www.pacificfishing.com/ that went into publication in 1980 and remains in print, 
as does the Fishermen’s News http://www.fishermensnews.com/.  

Many Alaska newspapers covered fisheries. The archives of the Anchorage Times and 
Anchorage Daily News are great sources of information as are the business publications 
Alaska Journal of Commerce, www.alaskajournal.com, and Alaska Business Monthly, 
www.akbizmag.com.  

Local newspapers often offered unique perspectives. For example, the Beacon of 
Dillingham (1950‐1955) was closely aligned with the local fishermen’s union, and is a 
great source on the post‐war unionization movement. Many other local papers played a 
similar role. A good place to start is the Guide to Alaska Newspapers on Microfilm, 1866‐
1998: http://library.alaska.gov/hist/hist_docs/newspapers/by_place.pdf. 

Alaska magazine, known as The Alaska Sportsman Magazine from 1935 to 1969, also 
contains considerable material on the fishing industry. The Alaska Department of Fish 
and Game published a monthly magazine, Alaska Fish Tales and Game Trails (later 
Alaska Fish and Game, and then Alaska’s Wildlife). This was discontinued in the early 
1990s but is good source of material on the seafood industry. Still in publication is the 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state Department of Labor and Workforce Development publication Alaska Economic 
Trends, http://labor.state.ak.us/trends/, which annually publishes an issue covering the 
state’s commercial fishing industry or certain aspects of it, such as hatcheries. 

The University of Alaska’s Sea Grant program has an extensive library of fishery‐related 
publications including proceedings of conferences on king crab, herring, flatfish, 
rockfish, and pollock, and on specific issues such as limited entry: 
http://seagrant.uaf.edu/bookstore/index.html. The American Fisheries Society, 
www.fisheries.org, maintains an extensive library of books and reports on different 
aspects of the nation’s fisheries and the fishing industry, many focusing on Alaska.  

Archival Material 

A tremendous amount of archival material about Alaska fisheries is available in state 
and outside. The Alaska State Library has an extensive collection of archival material, 
including a collection of material from the Alaska Packers Association. The APA 
collection overs the years 1891 through 1970 and includes many photographs of Alaska 
canneries. A convenient guide to the APA collection is available.  

The University of Washington Libraries (Seattle, WA) and Western Washington 
University’s Center for Pacific Northwest Studies (Bellingham, WA) hold archives of 
fishing companies, union groups, and more. The National Archives and Record 
Administration has extensive collection of archival material from Alaska’s territorial days 
in Record Group 22 (Records of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service) and Record Group 370 
(Records of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration), at the National 
Archives at Seattle and at its two Washington, DC facilities (i.e., National Archives at 
College Park, College Park, MD, and the National Archives, Washington, DC). The San 
Francisco Maritime National Historical Park Maritime Research Center is also a 
tremendous source of archival material from the canned salmon industry’s earliest days. 

Historic maps and charts can often provide information about the location of canneries, 
fishing communities, and the fishing grounds. NOAA’s Office of Coast Survey maintains 
an online collection of over 35,000 of the nation’s historic maps and charts, including 
hundreds for Alaska dating back at least to the 18th century. The collection is searchable 
and images are available for download at https://historicalcharts.noaa.gov/. 

Note on Scientific Literature 

This bibliography does not and cannot list all of the scientific and statistical reports that 
have been generated about fisheries. A few selected studies are listed here for their 
historical significance, and some statistical summaries for their convenience. Other 
annual reports, statistical summaries, and various research papers may well be of 
interest to researchers. Resource agencies such as the ADFG, IPHC, NMFS, and NPFMC 
maintain extensive libraries and many of their documents are available online: 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• Alaska Department of Fish and Game: 
http://www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=library.main, and also 
http://www.adfg.alaska.gov/sf/publications/index.cfm  

• Commercial Fisheries Entry Commission: http://www.cfec.state.ak.us/ 
• NOAA Fisheries: http://www.alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/ 
• NMFS’s Alaska Fishery Science Center: 

http://www.afsc.noaa.gov/History/default.htm 
• International Pacific Halibut Commission: http://www.iphc.int/library.html 
• North Pacific Anadromous Fisheries Commission: 

http://www.npafc.org/new/publications.html. Successor to the INPFC, the 
NPAFC also maintains a library of the INPFC’s Annual Reports, Statistical 
Yearbooks, and Bulletins dating from 1952 to 1992: 
http://www.npafc.org/new/inpfc.html 

• North Pacific Fishery Management Council: http://www.npfmc.org/; its 
newsletters since 1995 are at http://www.npfmc.org/npfmc‐newsletters/ 

The amount of available data has seemingly grown exponentially in recent decades as 
computer technology allowed us to generate, process, and share this information, and 
conflicting pressures on resources demanded scientific answers to highly technical 
questions. For example, the Pebble Mine, a massive copper and gold mine proposed in 
the headwaters of the Bristol Bay watershed, generated an Ecological Baseline 
Document that is estimated at 20,000 pages. A printed copy is available at ARLIS, but 
the page count is less relevant in the Internet age.  Its 53 chapters, 7 appendices, and 
technical summaries are available for downloading at a total of over 2 gigabytes of data. 
The fish section alone is 209 megabytes and that doesn’t include chapters on 
subsistence and recreational uses. The Environmental Protection Agency posted its own 
assessment of potential impacts from such a large mine, a comparatively terse 
download of 47 MB, or about 1,400 pages. 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ADFG – Alaska Department of Fish and Game 
AFA – American Fisheries Act, the 1999 legislation that rationalized Bring Sea pollock. 
AFS – American Fisheries Society 
AHS – Alaska Historical Society 
APA – Alaska Packers Association 
ARLIS – Alaska Resources Library and Information Services, in Anchorage 
ASMI – Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute 
AYK – Arctic‐Yukon‐Kuskokwim, a state region for fishery management 
CFEC – Commercial Fisheries Entry Commission 
CRPA – Columbia River Packers Association, a fish processor now known as Bumble Bee 
EPA – United States Environmental Protection Agency 
FRI – Fisheries Research Institute of the University of Washington 
GPO – Government Printing (now Publishing) Office 
ICCAT – International Convention for the Conservation of Atlantic Tuna 
INPFC – International North Pacific Fisheries Convention, the 1952 fishing treaty 
between the U.S., Canada, and Japan; also used to refer to the treaty commission. 
IPHC – International Pacific Halibut Commission 
MSA – Magnuson‐Stevens (Fishery Conservation and Management) Act, 1976 legislation 
that established the 200‐mile limit and created regional fishery management councils. 
NARA – National Archives and Record Administration 
NEFCO – New England Fish Company 
NMFS – National Marine Fisheries Service 
NOAA – National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
NPAFC – North Pacific Anadromous Fisheries Convention (or Commission), the treaty 
that succeeded the International North Pacific Fisheries Convention. 
NPFMC – North Pacific Fisheries Management Council 
OCS – Outer Continental Shelf 
PAF – Pacific American Fisheries 
RG – Record Group, archival classification used by NARA 
UAF, UAA, UAS – University of Alaska Fairbanks, Anchorage, Southeast (Juneau) 
UFA – United Fishermen of Alaska 
USFWS – United States Fish and Wildlife Service 
UW – University of Washington 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1 – General Alaska Histories 

Dall, William H. Alaska and its Resources. Boston, MA: Lee and Shepard, 1870, 670 pp., 
plates, maps, appendices. An early assessment of Alaska resources, including a chapter 
on fisheries and other references, by the director of the scientific corps of the 1866 
Western Union telegraph expedition. Includes a list of the fishes of Alaska. 

Davidson, George. The Alaska Boundary. San Francisco, CA: Alaska Packers Association, 
1903, 235 pp., maps. A detailed history of issues and politics involved in establishing the 
boundary between Southeast Alaska and British Columbia by a pioneer surveyor who 
was involved in charting Alaska beginning in 1867. Commissioned by the APA, which had 
an interest in fisheries, cannery properties, and navigation in the region.  

Gruening, Ernest. The State of Alaska. New York: Random House, 1954, 606 pp., maps. 
The former governor and future senator famously noted that salmon and Alaska were as 
closely intertwined as cotton and the South.  

Haycox, Stephen. A Warm Past: Travels in Alaska History. Anchorage: Press North, 1988, 
xiii, 157 pp., illustrations, map. A compilation of fifty essays that originally appeared in 
the Anchorage Times and mostly cover less‐well‐known individuals and aspects of 
Alaska’s history. 

Haycox, Stephen, and Alexandra J. McClanahan. Alaska Scrapbook: Moments in Alaska 
History, 1816‐1998. Anchorage: CIRI (Cook Inlet Region, Inc.) Foundation, 2007, 255 pp., 
illustrations, index. A compilation of essays from the Anchorage Daily News weekly 
history series titled “Alaska Scrapbook,” and which appeared beginning in 2001. 
Numerous brief descriptions of events and biographical sketches of various individuals. 

Mangusso, Mary Childers, and Stephen W. Haycox, editors. Interpreting Alaska’s History: 
An Anthology. Anchorage: University of Alaska Press, 1989, 468 pp., endnotes. 
Collection of articles on several aspects of Alaska history.  

Naske, Claus‐M., and Herman E. Slotnick. Alaska: A History, Third Edition, Norman, OK: 
University of Oklahoma Press, 2011, xi, 504 pp., photographs, maps, illustrations, index. 
A chronological survey of the state’s history and politics through the early 2000s. 
Previous editions were published in 1979 and 1987. 

Norris, Frank and Bruce Merrell, project coordinators. The Alaska 67: A Guide to Alaska’s 
Best History Books. Anchorage: Hardscratch Press for the Alaska Historical Society, 2006, 
96 pp., maps, illustrations. With a numerical nod to the 1867 purchase, a compilation of 
the best books on Alaska history nominated and selected by Alaska historians.  

Orth, Donald J. Dictionary of Alaska Place Names, Geological Survey Professional Paper 
567. Washington: GPO, 1967, 1084 pp, maps. A classic reference work about place 
names throughout Alaska including those of canneries, fishing communities, geographic 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locations important in identifying fishing districts and boundaries, and much, much 
more. 

Ritter, Harry. Alaska’s History: The People, Land, and Events of the North Country. 
Anchorage: Alaska Northwest Books, 1993, 143 pp., photographs, illustrations, map, 
index. A popular history of Alaska, with concise summaries of famous persons, events, 
and topics. Marketed as a pocket guide for tourists and other visitors. 

Rogers, George W. The Future of Alaska: Economic Consequences of Statehood.  
Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1962, 311 pp. photographs. Rogers 
came to Alaska during WWII to secure canned salmon for the military and was noticed 
by the territory’s political leaders. He helped write the Alaska’s constitutional provisions 
on natural resources and took a broad interest the economics of the new state.  

Sherwood, Morgan. Alaska and its History. Seattle, WA: University of Washington Press, 
1967, xx, 475 pp., Illustrations, maps.  

2 – General Histories On Commercial Fishing 

Andrews, Clarence L. “The Salmon of Alaska.” Washington Historical Quarterly Vol. 9, 
No. 4 (October 1918). Seattle, WA: University of Washington, pp. 243‐254. Andrews 
wrote several articles about Alaska history published in the quarterly between 1915 and 
1935 and are available online. 

Arnold, David F. The Fisherman's Frontier: People and Salmon in Southeast Alaska. 
Seattle, WA: University of Washington Press, 2008, 296 pp., illustrations. Examination of 
the economic, social, cultural, and political context in which salmon have been 
harvested and managed in Southeast Alaska, from aboriginal subsistence fisheries to an 
industrial commodity. 

Augerot, Xanthippe, and Dana Nadel Foley, photographer. Atlas of Pacific Salmon: The 
First Map‐Based Status Assessment of Salmon in the North Pacific. Berkeley, CA: 
University of California Press, 2005, xi, 150 pp., photographs, maps, bibliography, index. 
Prepared by the Wild Salmon Center and Ecotrust, an examination of the salmon, their 
ecosystems, exploitation, and environmental risks. Includes recommendations on 
ecosystem management. 

Blackford, Mansel G. Making Seafood Sustainable: American Experiences in Global 
Perspective. Philadelphia, PA: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2012, 275 pp., 
photographs, appendix, notes, bibliography, index. A business analysis of fishery 
sustainability with a focus on Alaska salmon, crab, and pollock. Blackford notes the 
importance of ending the “race for fish” as well as the community impacts caused by 
limiting effort that results in fewer jobs. 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Browning, Robert J. Fisheries of the North Pacific: History, Species, Gear & Processes. 
Anchorage: Alaska Northwest Publishing, 1974 (revised 1980), vii, 423 pp., photographs 
illustrations, notes, appendices, index. A general guide to the history of Alaska fisheries, 
the biology of the commercial species, the vessels and gear used, the fishing methods, 
the handling of the catch at sea and onshore, and the processing of fish products. 

Clover, Charles. End of the Line, How Overfishing Is Changing the World and What We 
Eat. New York: The New Press, 2006, 335 pp, glossary, bibliography, index, consumer 
guide to choosing fish. Study of fishing practices worldwide, with many references to 
Alaska pollock, salmon, crab, and other fisheries. 

Freeburn, Laurence, editor. Silver Years of the Alaska Canned Salmon Industry: An Album 
of Historical Photos. Alaska Geographic Vol. 3, No. 4 (1976, reprinted in 1991). 
Anchorage: Alaska Northwest Books, 168 pp., illustrations, table, bibliography. Extensive 
use of historical photographs with accompanying text, to record the history of the 
Alaska salmon canning industry from 1879 to 1973. Also includes historic articles, 
advertisements, etc., from Pacific Fisherman. 

Gay, Joel, and Daryl Binney. Commercial 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of fishing techniques, and more. National in scope, 
digitized versions are easily searchable. 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Mackovjak, James. Alaska Salmon Traps. Gustavus, AK: Cross Sound Innovations, 2013, 
ix, 244 pp., photographs, illustrations, glossary, endnotes. A history of Alaska’s salmon 
trap era, including descriptions of the design, construction, and operation of salmon 
traps. Industrial salmon traps came into use in Alaska beginning in the late 1800s. They 
were highly efficient but sparked controversy that fueled the statehood movement.  

McDonald, Marshall. “Report on the Salmon Fisheries of Alaska.” Bulletin of the United 
States Fish Commission for 1892. Washington: GPO, 1894, pp. 1‐20. Early description of 
the status of fisheries and a discussion of a fish trap in Wood River near present day 
Dillingham. Includes Dr. Livingston Sloan’s presentation to the American Fisheries 
Society in which he called for designation of Afognak Island as a national “Salmon Park.” 

Morris, William Governeur. “Report on the Customs District, Public Service, and 
Resources of Alaska.” Seal and Salmon Fisheries and General Resources of Alaska, Vol. 
IV. Washington: GPO, 1898, pp. 1‐163, illustrations, map. Reprint of a Treasury Agent’s 
report on his investigation of Alaska in 1877, before the first cannery was built in Alaska, 
in which he noted, “The yield of salmon is unprecedented and beyond belief.” His 
observations on Alaska fisheries are on pages 113‐120. 

Moser, Jefferson F. The Salmon and Salmon Fisheries in Alaska. Bulletin of the United 
States Fish Commission for 1898, Washington: GPO, 1899, pp. 1‐178, photographs, 
illustrations, charts. In his first investigation of the Alaska salmon fisheries, Moser visited 
Southeast Alaska, Prince William Sound, Kodiak and Unalaska but he reports on fisheries 
throughout the territory, including Bristol Bay. 

Moser, Jefferson F. Salmon Investigations of the Steamer Albatross in the Summer of 
1900. Bulletin of the United States Fish Commission for 1901. Washington: GPO, 1902, 
pp. 173‐398, photographs, maps, illustrations. In his second investigation, Moser 
travelled to Bristol Bay, Kodiak, Cook Inlet, and Southeast Alaska.  

Parker, Robert, and Walter Kirkness. King Salmon and the Ocean Troll Fishery of 
Southeastern Alaska. Juneau: Alaska Department of Fisheries, Research Report #1, 1956, 
64 pp., maps, tables, bibliography. The first research report of the territorial department 
examined the history of the Southeast Alaska troll fishery. Tagging and other data 
linking it with Columbia River stocks raised concern about dams on that river. 

Petroff, Ivan. Report on the Population, Industries, and Resources of Alaska. Seal and 
Salmon Fisheries and General Resources of Alaska, Vol. IV. Washington: GPO, 1898, pp. 
165‐450. A reprint from his Petroff’s 1880 census report, in which he noted: “The 
salmon family, the great feeder of all the Alaskan people, frequent in astonishing 
numbers the Nushegak (sic) and other streams emptying into Bristol Bay.” 

Rathbun, Richard. Explorations of the Fishing Grounds of Alaska, Washington Territory, 
and Oregon, During 1888, by the U.S. Fish Commission Steamer Albatross, Lieut. Comdr. 
Z. L. Tanner, U.S. Navy, Commanding. Bulletin of the United States Fish Commission, Vol. 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VIII, 1888. Washington: GPO, 1890, 74 pp., plus 5 charts. Report by a prominent 
American scientist associated with the Smithsonian Institution, who traveled to Alaska 
on the steamer Albatross. 

Shiels, Archie.  Why Fish Traps Should Not Be Abolished in Alaska. Bellingham, WA: 
Pacific American Fisheries, 1939, 32 pp., tables. The state of Washington banned fish 
traps in 1935 and aware of similar criticism of traps in Alaska, the president of PAF, a 
major trap operator, raised economic and other arguments for keeping them. 

Tanner, Zera Luther. The Fishing Grounds of Bristol Bay, Alaska: A Preliminary Report 
upon the Investigations of the U.S. Fish Commission Steamer Albatross during the 
Summer of 1890. Bulletin of the U.S. Fish Commission for 1889. Washington: GPO, 1891, 
pp. 279 ‐288, charts. A preliminary survey of the Bristol Bay region, its coastline and cod 
banks. Includes an early chart of the region that shows cannery locations.  

Tanner, Zera Luther. Report upon the Investigations of the U. S. Fish Commission 
Steamer Albatross from July 1, 1889, to June 30, 1891. Report of the Commissioner of 
Fish and Fisheries for 1889 to 1891. Washington: GPO, 1893, pp. 207‐342. Detailed 
report of two Albatross voyages: the 1889 voyage that transported several U.S. senators 
to Southeast Alaska, and a voyage to the Bering Sea in 1890. Includes observations 
regarding canneries in Bristol Bay’s Nushagak district and a detailed record of 
hydrographic soundings. 

Taylor, Joseph E., III. “’Well‐Thinking Men and Women”: The Battle for the White Act 
and the Meaning of Conservation in the 1920s.” Pacific Historical Review, Vol. 71, No. 3 
(2002), pp. 357‐387. Federal attempts to regulate the Alaska salmon industry in the 
early 1920s from fishery reservations and then the White Act.  Uses the conflict 
between Alaska Rep. Dan Sutherland and Commerce Secretary Herbert Hoover to 
examine shifting influences on conservation in the era. 

Wilcox, William A. The Fisheries of the Pacific Coast. Report of the United States Fishery 
Commission for 1893. Washington: GPO, 1893, pp. 139‐304 pp., plates. Includes just 
eight pages about Alaska (pp. 297‐304) but fills in gaps in early Treasury Department 
records on canneries operations (see Alaska Fishery and Fur‐Seal Industries). Also 
includes observations about salmon salteries, herring oil, guano, and Atka mackerel. 

4 – Alaska Statehood Fisheries (post‐1959)  

Alaska Department of Fish and Game. Progress Report 1960‐62. Juneau: State of Alaska, 
1963, vi, 77 pp., photographs, illustrations, tables. Continuation of the department’s 
territorial Annual Report, adopting the title of the last USFWS annual and covering three 
years. Includes general commercial catch statistics, an update on ongoing research, and 
information about recreational fisheries and game activities. 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Alaska Department of Fish and Game. Post‐Earthquake Fisheries Evaluation: An Interim 
Report on the March, 1964 Earthquake Effects on Alaska’s Fishery Resources. Juneau: 
State of Alaska, 1965, 72 pp., photographs, maps, charts, bibliography. Report on 
damage to habitat, fish resources, and the economy in Prince William Sound, Cook Inlet, 
and Kodiak stemming from the massive 1964 Good Friday Earthquake.  

Brakel, Judith. A Maritime Sense of Place: Southeast Alaska Fishermen and Mainstream 
Nature Ideologies. Master’s thesis for University of Alaska Fairbanks, 1999, 146 pp., 
appendices, bibliography. Brakel interviewed 55 fishermen and others regarding their 
involvement in the fisheries and their relationship to place and nature.  

Brown, Dennis. Salmon Wars: The Battle for the West Coast Salmon Fishery. Madeira 
Park, BC: Harbour Publishing, 2005, 408 pp. A Canadian perspective of the history of the 
Pacific Salmon Treaty and coastwise salmon resource, and controversies between the 
U.S. and Canada including the Alaska ferry blockade in 1998. 

Buklis, Lawrence S. The Development of Salmon, Herring, and Crab Commercial Fisheries 
in the Arctic‐Yukon‐Kuskokwim Region of Alaska, 1961‐88. Juneau: Alaska Department 
of Fish and Game, 1989, 29 pp, tables, graphs, citations. Summary of catch, effort, and 
value data for commercial AYK fisheries since statehood. (See Pennoyer, et al, 1965, for 
pre‐statehood data.) 

Clemens, Janet, and Frank Norris. Building in an Ashen Land: Historic Resource Study of 
Katmai National Park and Preserve. Anchorage: National Park Service, 1999 (revised in 
2008), 204 pp., photographs, maps, bibliography, index, notes. Includes chapters on 
salmon and clam canneries, and salmon research undertaken within the park’s 
boundaries. 

Golia, Andrew. Bristol Bay: The Herring Fishery. Dillingham, AK: Bristol Bay Native 
Association, 1979, 24 pp., photographs, maps, illustrations. A report on the rapid 
development in the Togiak herring fishery with a focus on encouraging local 
participation. The report was updated the following year in Bristol Bay: The Herring 
Fishery 1980. Dillingham: Bristol Bay Native Association, 1980, 24 pp., photographs, 
maps, illustrations. Includes a review of the 1979 fishery, development of the Bristol Bay 
Herring Marketing Co‐op, and technical information on herring skiffs and gillnets. 

Mackovjak, James. Navigating Troubled Waters: A History of Commercial Fishing in 
Glacier Bay, Alaska.  Anchorage: National Park Service, 2010, xii, 258 pp., photographs, 
maps, graphs, notes, appendices. A history of salmon, halibut, and crab fishing within 
Glacier Bay and the controversial closure of commercial fisheries within waters of the 
national park. 

Merrell, Theodore, chairman.  Alaska Finfish Farming Task Force Report to the Alaska 
Legislature. Juneau: State of Alaska, 1990, 39 pp., appendices, bibliography. As the 
salmon farming industry grew around the world, the legislature formed the task force to 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examine issues related to whether farming of salmon and other finfish should be 
allowed in Alaska. Among its conclusions was that the cost of regulating the industry 
would be high. The legislature later banned finfish farming in Alaska.   

Nickerson, Sheila, editor. “Fisheries Enhancement.” Alaska Fish and Game, Vol. 21, No. 
2, (1989). Juneau: Alaska Department of Fish and Game, 29 pp. photographs, 
illustrations, maps, graphs, tables. This issue includes articles on Alaska’s state‐run and 
private non‐profit hatcheries and was released just before the Exxon Valdez oil spill.  

Orth, Franklin L., Charles Smelcer, Howard M. Feder and John Williams. The Alaska Clam 
Fishery: A Survey and Analysis of Economic Potential. Fairbanks: University of Alaska 
Institute of Marine Science, Sea Grant Report 75‐5, 1975, 148 pp., illustrations, maps, 
charts, tables, notes, references, appendices. Examination of the history and future 
prospects for the Alaska clam fishery.  Includes discussion of the processing and 
marketing of clams and regulation of the fishery.  

Pennoyer, Steven, Kenneth R. Middleton, and Melvan E. Morris Jr. Arctic‐Yukon‐
Kuskokwim Area Salmon Fishing History. Informational Leaflet 70. Juneau: Alaska 
Department of Fish and Game, 1965, 51 pp., tables, illustration. A summary of known 
catch data and regulations for the AYK fisheries through 1961. (See Buklis, 1989, for 
later data.) 

Rosenberg, Donald H. editor. Proceedings of the Conference on Salmon Aquaculture and 
the Alaskan Fishing Community. Anchorage: Alaska Sea Grant Program, 1976, 302 pp., 
graphs, tables, maps. The Cordova conference focused on the recently passed legislation 
that established hatcheries in Alaska, and their prospects and challenges. Contributors 
include George Rogers, Clint Atkinson, Frank Orth, Armin Koernig, Wallace Noerenberg, 
and others. A second aquaculture conference was held in Wrangell in 1977.  

Shepard, M. P., and A. W. Argue. The 1985 Pacific Salmon Treaty: Sharing Conservation 
Burdens and Benefits. Vancouver, BC: University of British Columbia Press, 2006, 288 pp. 
A Canadian perspective of the history of the contentious negotiations leading to the 
coastwise Pacific Salmon Treaty and an assessment of the treaty’s performance.  

5 – Canneries 

Note: For Southeast Canneries, also see 25 – Pat Roppel 

Authors and titles vary (see below). Alaska Fishery and Fur‐Seal Industries. Washington: 
GPO, 1892 to 1958. An annual report compiled by the federal government that provides 
basic information on Alaska fishery harvests, canneries, fishing effort, workforce and 
more. The first legislation to manage Alaska fish passed Congress in 1889 and required 
an annual investigation. The program got off to a bad start. The first investigator didn’t 
arrive in Alaska until September of 1892, after the season was largely over. The second 
investigator got an earlier start and as far as Afognak, but then died. His son finished the 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report based on his father’s notes. Subsequent investigators including Howard M. 
Kutchin, a former journalist who wrote the reports from 1897 to 1906, standardized the 
format and made the report into one of the best sources of basic information on the 
territorial development of Alaska fisheries.  

The report evolved and the title changed as responsibility for Alaska fisheries was 
passed from the Treasury Department, which controlled the Revenue Cutter Service –
predecessor to the Coast Guard – to the Department of Commerce’s Bureau of Fisheries 
in 1903 and to the Interior Department’s Fish and Wildlife Service in 1939, but it was 
named Alaska Fisheries and Fur‐Seal Industries from 1920 to 1956. The focus of the 
report expanded from salmon to include other fisheries: halibut, herring, crab, and 
more. A section titled “Losses and Disasters” chronicles cannery fires, vessel sinkings, 
and fatalities in the industry. The reference to fur industries reflected a section on the 
Pribilof Island fur seal harvest. The annual occasionally included special reports 
regarding subjects such as the 1919 fishery failure in Bristol Bay and controversy over 
Yukon River subsistence fisheries in 1921. As Alaska statehood neared, the format 
changed yet again in 1957, and the report was renamed Progress Report for Alaska 
Fisheries Research and Management. Publication ceased after statehood. A summary of 
the report, its various titles and authors follows. 

Department of the Treasury 
 

Salmon Fisheries of Alaska, 1892, Report of Special Agent (Max) Pracht* 
Salmon Fisheries of Alaska, 1893, Report of Special Agent (J.K.) Luttrell* 
Report of Special Agent (Joseph) Murray on the Salmon Fisheries in Alaska, 1894* 
Report of Joseph Murray, Special Treasury Agent, for the Year 1895* 
Report on the Salmon Fisheries of Alaska, 1896, George Tingle 
Report on the Salmon Fisheries of Alaska, 1897 to 1902, Howard M. Kutchin 

 
Department of Commerce and Labor**, Bureau of Fisheries 

 
Report on the Salmon Fisheries of Alaska, 1903 to 1905, Howard M. Kutchin 
The Commercial Fisheries of Alaska in 1905, John N. Cobb  
The Fisheries of Alaska in 1906, John N. Cobb and Howard M. Kutchin 
The Fisheries of Alaska in 1907 to 1910, Millard C. Marsh and John N. Cobb 
Alaska Fisheries and Fur Industries in 1911, Barton Warren Evermann 
Fisheries and Fur Industries of Alaska in 1912, Barton Warren Evermann 
Alaska Fisheries and Fur Industries in 1913, Barton Warren Evermann 
Alaska Fisheries and Fur Industries in 1914 to 1917, Ward T. Bower and Henry D. 
Aller 
Alaska Fisheries and Fur Industries in 1918 and 1919, Ward T. Bower 
Alaska Fisheries and Fur‐Seal Industries in 1920 to 1938, Ward T. Bower 

 
Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service 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Alaska Fisheries and Fur‐Seal Industries, 1939 to 1946, Ward T. Bower*** 
Alaska Fisheries and Fur‐Seal Industries: 1947 to 1955, Seton H. Thompson 
Alaska Fisheries and Fur‐Seal Industries: 1956, Seton H. Thompson and Donald 
W. Erickson 
Progress Report and Recommendations, 1957, Staff of the Bureau of Commercial 
Fisheries, Juneau.  
Progress Report on Alaska Fishery Management and Research, 1958, Staff of the 
Bureau of Commercial Fisheries, Juneau.  

 
*In The Seal and Salmon Fisheries and General Resources of Alaska, Vol. 2, 
Washington: GPO, 1898, pp. 385‐459.  
**Renamed the Department of Commerce in 1912. 
***Fur‐Seal was not hyphenated in the title of issues from 1940‐42, and 1944. 

 
Blackford, Mansel G. Pioneering a Modern Small Business: Wakefield Seafoods and the 
Alaskan Frontier. Industrial Development and the Social Fabric, Vol. 6. Greenwich, CT: JAI 
Press, 1979, xx, 168 pp, photographs, maps, tables, illustrations, endnotes, bibliography, 
index. History of Wakefield Seafoods and the post‐WWII development of Alaska’s king 
crab fishery. 

Branson, John B. Bristol Bay, Alaska, From the Hinterlands to Tidewater: A Grassroots 
Pictorial, 1885‐1965. Anchorage: National Park Service, 1998, 119 pp. Limited edition 
album of annotated photographs and newspaper clippings, compiled by the resident 
ranger‐historian for Lake Clark National Park and Preserve.  

Branson, John B. The Canneries, Caches and Cabins of Bristol Bay. Anchorage: U. S. 
Department of the Interior, National Park Service, 2007, viii, 245 pp., photographs, 
bibliography. Extensive collection of historic photographs of Bristol Bay canneries and 
more, including an addendum of historic salmon labels. 

Bretz, Karen E. Preservation Strategies Related to the Peter Pan Cannery in Dillingham, 
Alaska. Master’s thesis, Baltimore: Goucher College, 2000, iii, 64 pp., photographs, map, 
bibliography. Examination of the history of Dillingham cannery and issues related to its 
preservation.  

Carey, Michael. “Save the Salmon: The Carlisle Cannery on the Yukon, 1918‐1921.” 
Alaska Journal, Vol. 15. Anchorage: Alaska Geographical Society, 1985, pp. 33‐39. 
Carlisle’s floating cannery on the Yukon sparked the first debate over protection of 
subsistence resources and was later closed. 

Cobb, John N. Pacific Salmon Fisheries. Fourth edition, Appendix XIII to the Report of the 
Commissioner of Fisheries for 1930. Washington: GPO, 1930, pp. 405‐704, photographs, 
tables, graphs. First published in 1917, Cobb’s 4th and final edition updates the salmon 
fisheries of Pacific coast from Alaska to California, including British Columbia and 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Russia’s Far East. Included is development of canneries, salmon biology, fishing 
apparatus, and methods, fishermen, and cannery workers, methods of preparing 
salmon, nutritive qualities of salmon, salmon output statistics, domestic and foreign 
trade in salmon, and west coast salmon culture and hatcheries. 

Denfeld, Colt. The Akutan Whaling and Naval Fueling Station: A History. Anchorage: 
Alaska District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 1996, 22 pp. Illustrated account of the 
Aleutian Island outpost. 

 

Elliott, Charles P., Capt. U.S. Army, (ret.). “Salmon Fishing Grounds and Canneries.” 
Compilation of Narratives of Exploration in Alaska. Washington: GPO, 1900, pp. 738‐741. 
Prepared for the Senate Committee on Military Affairs, 56th Congress. Elliott inspected 
canneries in Cordova, Kenai, Kodiak, Chignik, and the Nushagak in 1899. He noted the 
need for hatcheries and stronger enforcement of regulations. He also compiled 
information on the population of Native Alaskans and reported they suffered where 
canneries were located. 

Ellis, Pat. From Fish Camps to Cold Storages: a Brief History of the Petersburg Area to 
1927. Petersburg, AK: Clausen Memorial Museum, 1998, 102pp. A history of 
Petersburg’s first thirty years.  

Gillette, Gary H. The Yakutat Fish Train: An Historic Overview of the Yakutat and 
Southern Railroad Located in Yakutat, Alaska. Juneau: Alaska Department of 
Transportation and Public Facilities, Southeast Region, 1998, 19 pp. Illustrated account 
of a ten‐mile rail line which operated from 1903‐1969, hauling raw fish to a cannery. 

Johnson (Ringsmuth), Katherine. Buried Dreams: The Rise and Fall of a Clam Cannery on 
the Katmai Coast. Anchorage: National Park Service Lake Clark Katmai Studies Center, 
2002, 124 pp., illustrations, maps, bibliography. History of the Hemrich Packing 
Company razor clam cannery on Kukak Bay, located on the Gulf of Alaska shore of 
Katmai National Park, 1922‐36, and its workers. Johnson also wrote an abbreviated 
history: “Life on the Razor’s Edge: The Story of a Clam Cannery at Kukak Bay.” Alaska 
History, Vol. 18 (2003). Anchorage: Alaska Historical Society, pp. 36‐50, photographs, 
notes.  

Lethcoe, Jim. History of Prince William Sound, Alaska.  Valdez, AK: Prince William Sound 
Books, 1994. 169 pp., bibliography, index. The history of Prince William Sound from the 
first known Native habitation through its exploration by Europeans and Americans, the 
rise and fall of the salmon fisheries, copper and gold mines, fur trading, and finally the 
oil pipeline and the Exxon Valdez spill. 

Levinson Brothers. The Bristol Bay Fire. San Francisco, CA: The Press of Crocker‐Union, 
1937, 41 pp., map, as‐built survey, proposed projection. Summary of the complicated 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insurance implications after a 1936 fire that destroyed the Bristol Bay Packing Company 
cannery at Pedersen Point, near Naknek.  

MacDonald, Lewis G. Chronological History of Canneries in Alaska. Alaska Department of 
Fisheries Annual Report, Juneau: Territory of Alaska, 1949‐51. The territorial Department 
of Fisheries (Fish and Game after 1957) published annual reports beginning in 1949. The 
reports summarized department activities, and management and research issues, 
among other things. Notable in the first three issues is MacDonald’s chronology of 
Alaska canneries. The 1949 report lists canneries in Southeast Alaska, pp. 30‐36; the 
1950 report features Western Alaska (Bristol Bay and the Alaska Peninsula), pp. 57‐62; 
and the 1951 report lists canneries in Central Alaska (Kodiak, Cook Inlet, Kenai 
Peninsula, and Prince William Sound), pp. 71‐84.  

Mobley, Charles M. Cultural Resource Inventory and Evaluation of the Hood Bay 
Cannery, Admiralty Island, Alaska. Anchorage: Charles M. Mobley & Associates, 1999, 
96pp. History of structures and operations at the site of a southeast Alaska cannery that 
burned in 1961; includes an appendix listing Angoon residents who worked at the 
cannery in 1953. 

Ringsmuth, Katherine Johnson. Snug Harbor Cannery: A Beacon on the Forgotten Shore, 
1919‐1980. Anchorage, AK: U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service, 2005, 
156 pp., illustrations, maps. The lives of those who built, managed, and worked at the 
Snug Harbor Cannery, on Chisik Island, along the west shore of Cook Inlet. 

6 – Companies and Processing 

Alaska Packers Association. Service: The True Measurement of Any Institution Lies in the 
Service it Renders. San Francisco, CA: 1920, 36 pp. Account of the company’s response 
to the Spanish influenza pandemic in 1919 that left scores dead in Bristol Bay. Federal 
authorities were unprepared and unwilling to respond, leaving the salmon packer to 
care for local victims. The APA refused compensation for its efforts. 

Beard, Harry R. NEFCO: From Sea to World Markets. Seattle, WA: New England Fish 
Company, 1953, 123 pp., photographs, index. A company history on its 85th anniversary, 
NEFCO was a major processor in Alaska.  

Cobb, John N. The Canning of Fishery Products. Seattle, WA: Miller Freeman, 1919, ix, 
214 pp, photographs, tables, index, advertisements. The history and practice of canning 
various types of seafood, ranging from salmon to whale meat, with much technical 
information. Freeman was publisher of Pacific Fisherman. 

Crawford, W. I. “The Development of the Salmon Canning Industry.” A History of the 
Canning Industry by its Most Prominent Men. Baltimore, MD: The Canning Trade, Arthur 
I. Judge, editor, 1914, pp. 46‐48. A souvenir of the 7th annual convention of the National 
Canners’ and Allied Associations in Baltimore. Crawford, former secretary of the 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“Salmon Canners Associations,” noted, “Alaska fisheries alone have produced many 
times as much wealth as her gold and copper mines.” 

DeMuth, Phyllis and Michael Sullivan. A Guide to the Alaska Packers Association 
Records, 1891‐1970, in the Alaska Historical Library. Juneau: Alaska Department of 
Education, Division of State Libraries and Museums, 1983, 67 pp., photographs. An 
invaluable inventory of the holdings of APA material in the state historical library in 
Juneau. Includes a historical note on the APA and the company records by Ellen 
Greenberg. 

Edwards, Jack. How Old is that Label? A Guide for Dating Salmon Labels. Long Beach, 
WA: Chinook Observer, 1994 (revised 2003), 86 pp., illustrations, appendix. Guide to the 
colorful artwork used on salmon can labels in Alaska and the Pacific Northwest. Includes 
a brief history of the industry and list of packing companies. 

Higgins, Arthur W. Inside an Alaskan Cannery. Juneau: Arthur W. Higgins, 1972, 50 pp., 
illustrations. Illustrated by the author, a description of cannery work in the processing of 
salmon, shrimp, and king crab. Edited by Robert Thorstenson of Petersburg Fisheries. 

Hume, R. D. Salmon of the Pacific Coast: Their influence Upon the Industries and Share in 
the Development of the Northwest. San Francisco, CA: Schmidt Label & Lith. Co., 1893, 
52 pp., illustrations, labels, advertisements. A history of the salmon fishery and the 
canning process prior to mechanization written by one of the industry’s pioneers. 

Martin, Irene, and Roger T. Tetlow. Flight of the Bumble Bee: The Columbia River Packers 
Association and a Century in Pursuit of Fish. Portland, OR: Chinook Observer, 2011, 230 
pp., photographs. The history of CRPA, a major packer of Alaska salmon that later 
adopted its premier brand name: Bumble Bee. 

May, Earl Chapin. The Canning Clan: A Pageant of Pioneering Americans. New York: 
MacMillan Company, 1937, xiii, 410 pp., photographs, addenda, bibliography, index. A 
history of the canning industry from its origins in 19th century France to contemporary 
uses to preserve vegetables, fruit, meat and fish, with many references to Alaska 
salmon. 

Newell, Diane, editor. The Development of the Pacific Salmon‐Canning Industry: A 
Grown Man's Game.  Montreal, Canada: McGill‐Queen’s University Press, 1989, 303 pp., 
photographs, illustrations, tables, glossary, bibliography, notes, index. Based on 
documents collected by Henry Doyle, founder and first general manager of British 
Columbia Packers, the pioneer fish‐packing company acquired by the Canadian Fishing 
Company in the 1990s. 

Pacific American Fisheries. The Salmon Industry: From Trap to Can. Seattle, WA: 1928 
(revised), 42 pp., photographs, illustrations.  A promotional pamphlet outlining the life 
history and different species of salmon, and the harvesting and processing industries. 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After WWII PAF issued an updated pamphlet: Salute to Salmon … Food Supreme, c. late 
1940s, 46 pp., photographs, bibliography, which seems to incorporate material from 
1934’s The Story of Salmon (see Young, Isabel). 

Radke, August C. Pacific American Fisheries, Inc.: History of a Washington State Salmon 
Packing Company, 1890‐1966.  Jefferson, NC: McFarland & Co., 2002, xii, 169 pp., 
photographs, maps, charts, notes, index. Bellingham‐based PAF was a major seafood 
processor in Alaska. 

Ringsmuth, Katherine Johnson. “Mug‐Up: The Role of the Messhall in Cannery Life.” 
Proceedings of the Alaska Historical Society 2007 conference in Homer, Anchorage: 
Alaska Historical Society, 2009, pp. 184‐196, photographs. Historical perspective and 
personal memories of cannery life, all centered around the messhall. “Mug‐up” is a 
regional term for coffee break. 

Spector, Robert. 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gear, 
changes in the weekly closed period for trollers, set netting in 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disaster declaration requested by 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October 
and December, 1955. 

87th Congress. Collective Bargaining for 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– 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No. 5J99‐
05. Juneau: Alaska Department of Fish and Game, Division of Commercial Fisheries, 



November 30, 2015 
 

35 
 

1999, viii, 67 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pp. 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of 
Fish and Game, 1973, 104 pp., tables. ADFG Technical Data Report 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sockeye 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U.S. Dept. of Commerce. NOAA Technical 
Memorandum NMFS‐F/SPO‐125, 413 p., 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senators Warren 
Magnuson and Ernest Hollings, this historical compilation includes 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4 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women including Mary Jacobs, one 
of the first women skippers in Alaska; also Sig Hansen of Deadliest Catch fame, Joel Gay, 
Nancy Lord, Joe Upton, Spike Walker, and more.  

Forrer, Eric. From the Nets of a Salmon Fisherman: A Young Man’s Adventure in Survival 
and Discovery in the Yukon Territory. New York: Doubleday & Doubleday, 1973, 158 pp., 
illustrations. 

George, Marilyn Jordan. Following the Alaskan Dream: My Salmon Trolling Adventures in 
the Last Frontier. Petersburg, AK: Little Norway Press, 1999. R. N. DeArmond described it 
as, “A gripping account of those years of fishing for salmon and halibut, of disasters at 
sea, and of raising a family under circumstances peculiar to Southeastern Alaska.” 

Hammond, Jay. Tales of Alaska’s Bushrat Governor: The Extraordinary Autobiography of 
Jay Hammond, Wilderness Guide and Reluctant Politician. Kenmore, WA: Epicenter 
Press, 1996, 340 pp. photographs. Better known as the father of the Permanent Fund, 
Hammond was a bush pilot and Bristol Bay setnetter at heart 

Hogarty, Lucinda Hill. Three Salmon Summers: Working in Alaska Canneries: 1909, 1937, 
1939: The Stories of Louis and Evan Hill. North Charleston, SC: CreateSpace,  
Independent Publishing Platform, 2012.  



November 30, 2015 
 

60 
 

Hume, Robert D. A Pygmy Monopolist: The Life and Doings of R. D. Hume Written by 
Himself. Madison: University of Wisconsin, 1961, vi, 83 pp., preface, map, notes. The 
feisty pioneer canneryman’s autobiography, edited by Gordon Dodd. 

Jensen, Erv. Little Boats and Big Salmon. Silverdale, WA: Three Trees Pub., 1999, 208 pp. 
Erv and his brother, Sven, started commercial fishing from little boats for big salmon in 
southeast Alaska nearly a half century ago and were among the pioneers of techniques 
for catching chinook salmon, such as mooching. 

Jordan, David Starr. The Days of a Man: Being Memories of a Naturalist, Teacher, and 
Minor Prophet of Democracy. New York: World Book Company, 1922: Book 1, xxviii, 710 
pp., illustrations, and Book 2, xxviii, 906 pp., illustrations, index. The nation’s leading 
fishery scientist at the turn of the 20th century and first president of Stanford University, 
Jordan was involved in many early investigations of Alaska fisheries, which he recalls 
among other memories in his two‐volume, 1,600‐page autobiography.  

King, Robert W. “Crescent Porter Hale, Revisited.” Proceedings of the Alaska Historical 
Society conference in Juneau, 2006. Anchorage, Alaska Historical Society, pp. 55‐65, 
photographs. Hale helped build the second cannery in Bristol Bay in 1886 and returned 
for 50 years until his death, during which he had a role in nine different canneries and 
became known as the “best all‐around, competent canneryman in Western Alaska.”  

Lord, Nancy. Fishcamp: Life on an Alaskan Shore. Washington, DC: Island Press, 1997, 
261 pp. Author writes of her life from June to August, days filled with setnet fishing near 
Cook Inlet and with the nature and cultures that surround their site. 

Matsen, Brad. Fishing Up North: Stories of Luck and Loss in Alaskan Waters. Seattle, WA: 
Alaska Northwest Books, 1998, 223 pp. A former editor of the Alaska Fishermen’s 
Journal, Matsen’s work was based on over 20 years on the Alaska fishing grounds.  

McCloskey, William. Their Father’s Work: Casting Nets with the World’s Fishermen. 
Camden, ME: International Marine/Ragged Mountain Press, 1998, xii, 370 pp., 
photographs, maps, index. Stories about fishermen worldwide with chapters on the 
Bering Sea, Chignik, Exxon Valdez, Bristol Bay, and more.  

McKeown, Martha Ferguson. The Trail Led North. New York: Macmillan, 1948, 222 pp. 
Remembrances of the author’s uncle Mont Hawthorne of Astoria, OR, who worked at 
canneries in Kodiak, Karluk, and Chignik in the 1890s, and took part in the Klondike Gold 
Rush of 1898. McKeown also wrote a sequel: Alaska Silver: Another Mont Hawthorne 
Story. New York: Macmillian, 1951, viii, 274 pp., which recounts his work at canneries in 
Cook Inlet and Southeast Alaska through 1906, and a prequel: Them Was the Days: An 
American Saga of the ‘70s. New York: Macmillan, 1950, 282 pp., about Hawthorne 
growing up in Virginia, homesteading in Nebraska, and his travels to the Dakotas and 
Wyoming in the 1870s. 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Moore, Denton Rickey. Alaska's Lost Frontier: Life in the Days of Homesteads, Dog 
Teams and Sailboat Fisheries. Moore Haven, FL: Prospector Press, 1995, 435 pp. 
Remembrances of fish during Bristol Bay’s sailboat days. 

Nelson, Donald. Little Norway: the Story of Petersburg. Petersburg, AK: Pilot Publishing, 
2001, 199 pp., photographs, references. Part memoir of Nelson, who was born in 
Petersburg in 1931 and worked in the fisheries, and part history of the fishing 
community and its residents.  

Nicholson, John W. No Half Truths: Reminiscences of Life in Bristol Bay, Alaska, 1906‐
1995. Anchorage: Publication Consultants, 1995, 155 pp., index. Nicholson fished in 
Bristol Bay for over 60 seasons, many in the sailboat days before 1951. 

Nicholson, William H. Sunken Gillnets: Fishing in Bristol Bay, Alaska. Anchorage: 
Publication Consultants, 1996, 172 pp., photographs, index. The son of John W., “Doc” 
Nicholson chronicles his experiences fishing in Bristol Bay with a focus on his 
involvement in development of the Togiak gillnet herring fishery in the 1980s. 

Noden, Walter. Alaska Salmon and Sail. New York: Vantage Press, 2000, 130 pp. The son 
of a Yup’ik mother and a Scotch‐Irish father, the author recalls his life as a commercial 
fisherman, bush pilot, and gold prospector in southwest Alaska. 

Parish, Robert L. “’Yump on the Yigger.’” Alaska Fish and Game, Vol. 20, No. 2 (1988). 
Juneau: Alaska Department of Fish and Game, pp. 8‐33, photographs. Remembrances of 
working on a Southeast Alaska salmon trap after WWII. 

Rustad, Dorothy Scott. I Married a Fisherman. Anchorage: Alaska Northwest Publishing, 
1986, 113 pp., illustrations. Remembrances of Petersburg woman who trolled for 
salmon with her husband throughout Southeast Alaska.  

Sabella, John. Troll King: Glimpses of a Unique Southeast Alaska Lifestyle. Seattle, WA: 
John Sabella & Associates, 1997, 143 pp. Profile of Keane Gau who stalked salmon with 
hook and line in Southeast Alaska.  

Scott, Anne Theberge. The White Foam Flew: Perils in the Gulf of Alaska, 1947 to 1962. 
Tacoma: Quiveir Press, 1998, 144 pp. A 97‐year‐old woman remembers her years 
crewing on her son’s fishing boat. 

Tillion, Diana. Guardians of the Great North Pacific Casino. New York: Vantage Press, 
1999, 207 pp. Cast as a novel, Tillion recalls individuals involved in the “Americanization” 
of the marine fisheries off Alaska following passage of the Magnuson‐Stevens Act in 
1976. Included is her husband, “Fish Czar” Clem Tillion, and many others, all named. 

Upton, Joe. Alaska Blues: A Fisherman's Journal. Anchorage: Alaska Northwest 
Publishing Company, 1979, photographs. Recollections of a fishing season through the 
Southeast archipelago. 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Williams, Wilma. This is Coffee Point, Go Ahead: A Mother’s Story of Fishing Survival at 
Alaska’s Bristol Bay. Anchorage: Alaska Press, 1996, 110 pp. Personal account of growing 
up in Alaska and running a family set net site at Egegik. 

Williams, Wilma, and Rhonda Shelford Jansen, illustrator. Alaska Sea Escapes. Homer, 
AK: Wizard Works, 1998, 126 pp. A collection of stories of the adventures of men and 
women who spend their lives going down to the sea in ships.  

22 – Fiction 

Beach, Rex. The Silver Horde. New York: A. L. Burt Company, 1909, illustrations. A 
luckless gold miner stumbles on the richness of Bristol Bay salmon, builds a cannery and 
despite being thwarted by bankers, unions, and others, is saved by a woman of ill repute 
and the fish trap. Twice made into a film. 

Calvin, Jack. Square Rigged. Boston: Little, Brown, and Company, 1929, ix, 334 pp. 
illustrations. A novel for teens about a cannery owner’s son who learns the fishing 
business by shipping aboard a sailing bark headed to Bristol Bay. The story continues in 
Fisherman 28, 1930, ix, 225 pp, illustrations, where the protagonist works on a sailboat 
gillnetter. Calvin, of Sitka, is best known as coauthor with biologist Ed Ricketts (“Doc” of 
John Steinbeck’s Cannery Row fame) of the first edition of Between Pacific Tides, a 
classic textbook on intertidal ecology first published in 1939 and remains in print today. 
Both novels are illustrated by Mahlon Blaine, better known for his fantasy erotica. 

Deschner, Whit. Burning the Iceberg. Baker, OR: Eddie Tern Press, 1991, 261 pp. A 
crewman’s bawdy portrait of the Bristol Bay salmon fishery: the fishermen, strikes, the 
Japanese takeover, and characters including Norwegians, Eskimos, opportunists, and 
drunks, who, “like the salmon they chase, encounter their own unseen nets.” 

McCloskey, William B. Highliners: A Documentary Novel about the Fishermen of Alaska. 
New York: McGraw‐Hill, 1979, 387 pp. Based on the history of Alaska fisheries, a novel 
about those who make their living in Alaska’s fishing industry – the skippers, their crews, 
their families. “Highliners” are the elite of the fishing world, the skippers who make the 
biggest catches. McCloskey continued the story in Breakers: Guilford, CT: Lyons Press, 
2000; Raiders, Lyons Press, 2004; and a prequel, Warriors: New York: Skyhorse 
Publishing, 2013, xxiii, 360 pp. 

Roscoe, William F. Icebound. New York: Vantage Press, 1954, 132 pp., photographs. A 
self‐published, “grim and gripping” novel about the author’s participation in the Bristol 
Bay salmon fishery in 1918, when many cannery ships were trapped in the ice. 

Willoughby, Barrett. Spawn of the North. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1932, 349 pp. Hailed 
as Alaska’s “first real novelist,” Willoughby’s works of romantic fiction were popular in 
the 1920s and 30s. Spawn of the North is set among the fish traps of Southeast Alaska. 
Released as a film in 1938 starring Henry Fonda, George Raft, and Dorothy Lamour. 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23 – Trade Recipes 

Alaska Pacific Salmon Corporation. Icy Point Book of Recipes. Seattle, WA: Skinner and 
Eddy Corp., c. 1930s, 31 pp., illustrations. Popular basics like salmon croquettes, soufflé, 
loaf, chowder, and casserole, but also Salmon Rarebit, Salmon Wiggle, and Salmon 
Mashed Potatoes en Surprise. Reprinted under other brand names including Peter Pan. 

Alaska Packers Association. Canned Salmon Recipes, St. Louis World's Fair Edition. San 
Francisco: Mutual Label & Lithographic Co., 1904, illustrations. An early effort by the 
canned salmon industry to appeal to consumers, this includes basic recipes like salmon 
croquettes, salmon loaf, salmon pie, and even cold salmon: “delicious just as it is taken 
from the can.” Also recipes for military use of canned salmon (hard tack required) and 
salmon cutlets (“shape like cutlets”). Begins with instructions on how to open a can and 
has recipes for making mayonnaise and hollandaise sauces. Illustrations include artwork 
depicting the Spanish American War‐era Great White Fleet. APA issued many reprints in 
succeeding years under the title How to Eat Canned Salmon and featuring their various 
brands of canned salmon, which were marketed regionally. 

Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute. Taste the Pride of Alaska: Canned Salmon. Juneau: 
State of Alaska, c. 1980s, 14 pp., illustrations. ASMI was formed in 1981 to respond to 
marketing problems affecting canned salmon. Among its initial efforts was to promote 
canned salmon with refreshed recipes for basics like fritters, omelets, and salmon melts, 
and also salmon‐zucchini quiche squares, salmon spinach turnovers, salmon manicotti, 
and more.  

Associated Salmon Packers. Thousand Dollar Prize‐Winning Recipes. Seattle: Associated 
Salmon Packers, 1927, reprinted, 31 pp., illustrations. Mrs. Wm. M. Jones of Covington, 
Kentucky took the $500 top prize for her recipe for salmon patties; Mrs. Minnie Childs of 
Tustin, California was second for her salmon omelet. Includes recipes from celebrity 
chefs in Seattle and San Francisco, and salmon serving suggestions for children, picnic 
spreads, and more. Includes as well Department of Commerce Circular No. 48. 
Washington: GPO, 1926, with recipes for canned pink and chum salmon.  

Association of Pacific Fisheries. Canned Salmon: Alaska’s Greatest Resource, Facts about 
its Production and Recipes for its Use. Seattle: Association of Pacific Fisheries, 1935, 16 
pp. photographs. A souvenir of the Ketchikan Industrial Fair, Aug. 30 through Sept. 3, 
1935. After the state of Washington banned traps from its waters, the canners issued 
this recipe booklet for Ketchikan residents that linked the local economy to traps. 
Noting the trap logs and wire netting produced in Ketchikan, they concluded: “the 
welfare of this community is so inseparably connected with that of the canned salmon 
industry that any movement which has for its objective the imposition of confiscatory 
taxes, or the dictation of uneconomic methods, must eventually endanger the wellbeing 
of the community itself, and inflict hardship on every resident, including the very class 
whom it is designed to benefit.” Also recipes for salmon loaf, bisque, and soufflé. 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Bridston, Lola Lou. 50 Prizewinning Recipes. Bellingham, WA: Deming & Gould Company, 
c. 1930s, 24 pp. illustrations. Salmon timbales, baked salmon macaroni, and novelty 
stuffed peppers. Printed in a convenient index card format to clip and save. 

Bureau of Commercial Fisheries. Outdoor Fish Cookery. Washington: U.S. Department of 
the Interior, Circular 189, c. 1960s, 9 pp. Thoughts on seafood preparation as America 
moved to the suburbs, including recipes for barbecued Italian‐style halibut and lemon‐
butter salmon steaks. With advice on how to generate smoky flavor and how to start 
the barbecue: “NEVER USE GASOLINE!” (emphasis not added). 

Canned Salmon Industry. Magic Entrees to Make with Canned Salmon. Seattle: Canned 
Salmon Industry, 1937, 32 pp., photographs. The basics plus magic salmon mold, celery 
canoes of salmon, and full dinner menus, all salmon‐focused, of course. 

Canned Salmon Institute. Quick and Easy Ways with Salmon. Seattle: Canned Salmon 
Institute, c. 1950s, reprinted under various brand names, 16 pp., photographs. Salmon 
macaroni salad, salmon Romanoff, deep‐dish salmon pie, and salmon vegetable paella.  

Cremeans, Lola M. Canned Salmon Delicacies. College, AK: University of Alaska, 1937, 12 
pp. A collection of experimental recipes created at the UA’s home economics 
laboratory, all involving pink salmon flavored with Angostura bitters. Underwritten by 
Pacific American Fisheries, the recipes include the basics plus salmon chop suey, salmon 
mulligan, salmon fondue, and more. 

Department of Fisheries of Canada. Let’s Serve Canned Salmon, Ottawa: The Queen’s 
Printer and Controller of Stationery, 1959 and reprinted, 16 pp., photographs, 
illustrations. Salmon a la king, loaf, omelet, dip, and a quick‐and‐easy casserole. 

Fisher, Dorothy. Deming’s Salmon Recipe Book with Suggested Menus. Seattle, WA: 
Farwest, c. 1950s, 32 pp, photographs, illustrations, index. Produced by Pacific American 
Fisheries, includes many basic recipes and planked salmon, salmon fondue, salmon 
supper‐rarebit, salmon‐asparagus cocktail, and “oh‐so‐good canapes.”  

Martin, Mary Hale. How to Serve, How to Buy Canned Salmon. Chicago: Libby, McNeill, 
and Libby, c. 1930s, 23 pp., photographs, illustrations. Martin, a home economist for 
Libby, offers 16 recipes, including jellied salmon loaf and salmon mock omelet. Plus a 
guide for salmon shoppers, discussion of salmon varieties and a “day with the fishing 
fleet,” an introduction to the fishing industry.  

National Canners Association. Canned Salmon: Its Preparation, Value and Uses, 
Washington, DC: National Canners Association, 1929, 16 pp., photographs. Includes 
description of various species of salmon, the canning process, and numerous recipes for 
basics like salmon sandwiches and bisque, plus onions stuffed with salmon a la 
Mexicana, Egyptian Delight Salad, and more. 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National Marine Fisheries Service. Fish and Shellfish over the Coals. Washington: GPO, 
U.S. Department of Commerce, Test Kitchen Series No. 14, 1975, 24 pp., photographs. 
Barbecue recipes including halibut steaks, grilled king crab legs, and salmon burgers 
from the newly formed National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. 

North Pacific Bank Note Co. Presenting a Story of Peter Pan. Seattle: Good 
Housekeeping Bureau, 1939, illustrations. Verse depicting J.M. Barrie’s playful “boy who 
never grew up” learning about the salmon canning industry and fish traps, with many 
recipes. Prepared for the Alaska Pacific Salmon Co., Peter Pan was used as a brand name 
beginning in 1914 and remains the name of one of Alaska’s major seafood processors. 

Speegle, Charlotte D., and Marjorie Bassett. Alaska Seafood Recipes from the Fishery 
Products Laboratory. Ketchikan, AK: University of Alaska Agricultural Extension Service, 
1951, 79 pp, photographs, illustrations. Numerous recipes for Alaska salmon, cod, 
halibut, crab, smelt, and more, all produced by the extension service.  

Spencer, Evelene, and John N. Cobb. Fish Cookery. Boston: Little, Brown and Company, 
1921, x, 348 pp. index. A home economist for the Bureau of Fisheries, Spencer became 
known as the nation’s “fish evangelist.” She and the head of the UW College of Fisheries 
offer general cooking advice and over 600 recipes for the preparation of fish, shellfish, 
and other aquatic animals such as turtles, frogs, porpoise, and whale meat. Dedicated to 
the “women of the United States who, during the world war, assisted so willingly in the 
‘eat more fish’ campaign.” 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Take a Can of Salmon. Washington: GPO, Circular No. 60, 
c. 1960s, 17 pp., photographs. Salmon mousse, cassoulet, and tetrazzini. Produced with 
support from the Seattle‐based Canned Salmon Institute, which produced an 
accompanying teacher’s guide, Basic and Creative Cooking with a Can of Salmon, c. 
1960s, 19 pp., photographs, and two short films all offered free of charge for home 
economics teachers. An accompanying four‐page insert by the institute, Salmon Party 
Sandwiches, is dated 1967.  

Wakefield’s. Recipes for Serving Wakefield’s Fresh Frozen Alaska King Crab Meat. 
Seattle: Wakefield’s, c. 1958, 18 pp., illustrations. Published by the king crab pioneer, 
this booklet includes king crab bisque, crab Newburg, and crab “Snug Harbor, an 
excellent bridge‐club luncheon.” The text brags of Wakefield’s “fleet of trawlers, with 
enormous nets to drag the sea bottom” for crabs. Those nets were later banned in favor 
of crab pots.  

24 – Pictorial Histories and Photographic Essays 
 

Acheson, David, and Michael Melford, photographer. Hidden Alaska: Bristol Bay and 
Beyond. Washington: National Geographic Society, 2011, 160 pp., photographs. Essays 
and photographs focusing on Bristol Bay, its salmon, and habitat, with a focus on threats 
from the proposed Pebble Mine. Underwritten by the Renewable Resources Coalition. 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Fobes, Natalie, Tom Jay and Brad Matsen. Reaching Home: Pacific Salmon, Pacific 
People. Anchorage, Alaska Northwest Books, 1994, 143 pp., photographs. Photographs 
and essays on how salmon swam into the culture of the people of the Pacific Northwest 
and Alaska. 

Ketchum, Robert Glenn. Rivers of Life: Southwest Alaska, the Last Great Salmon Fishery. 
Reading, PA: Aperture Press, 2001, 128 pp., photographs. An extended photo‐essay on 
the Bristol Bay salmon fishery. 

Matsen, Bradford, and Pat O'Hara, photographer. Northwest Coast: Essays and Images 
from the Columbia River to the Cook Inlet. San Diego: Thunder Bay Press, 1991, 188 pp 
135 color photographs of the Northwest Coast of North America, from the Columbia 
River to Alaska's Cook Inlet, its glaciers, rain forest, brown bears, and salmon.  

Naito, Hiromi. Sockeye Salmon: a Pictorial Tribute. Seattle, WA: Mountaineers, 1995, 
114 pp. Color photographs capture the story of the sockeye salmon. 

Troll, Tim. Sailing for Salmon: The Early Years of Commercial Fishing in Alaska's Bristol 
Bay 1884‐1951. Dillingham, AK: Nushagak‐Mulchatna/Wood Tikchik Land Trust, 2011, 60 
pp., photographs. A nostalgic look, through photographs and recollections, at Bristol Bay 
before 1951, when salmon were exclusively harvested from sailboats.  

Van Dyk, Jere, and Natalie Fobes. “The Long Journey of the Pacific Salmon.” National 
Geographic, Vol. 178, No. 1 (July, 1990), pp. 3‐37. Washington: National Geographic 
Society, photographs. Returning to their birthplaces to spawn and die, Pacific salmon 
face dangers, including fishermen. 

25 – Writings of Patricia “Pat” Roppel 

Roppel, Patricia. “Loring.” Alaska Journal, Vol. 5, No. 3 (summer 1975). Anchorage: 
Alaska Geographical Society, 1975, pp. 168‐178, photographs, notes. History of the 
Alaska Packers Association cannery at Naha Bay near Ketchikan, 1883‐1930, once the 
highest producing cannery in Alaska. 

Roppel, Patricia. Alaska Salmon Hatcheries, 1891‐1959. Anchorage: Alaska Historical 
Commission, 1982, 299 pp., photographs, illustrations. Comprehensive study of salmon 
hatcheries used during territorial days to maintain salmon stocks.  

Roppel, Patricia. Salmon from Kodiak: A History of the Salmon Fishery on Kodiak Island, 
Alaska. Anchorage: Alaska Historical Commission, 1986, xi, 355 pp., photographs, maps, 
charts, notes, index. A detailed history of the island’s salmon fisheries and its many 
canneries. 

Roppel, Patricia. “The Lost Art of Mild‐Curing Salmon.” Alaska Journal 1986 Collection: 
History and Arts of the North, Vol. 16. Anchorage: Alaska Northwest Publishing 
Company, Terrance Cole, editor, 1986. History of the practice of mild‐curing salmon, 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mostly chinook, by using a lightly salted brine, a process popular in Southeast Alaska in 
the early 20th century.  

Roppel, Patricia. “Canneries and Salmon: An Alaskan Saga.” Alaska Fish and Game, Vol. 
20, No. 2 (1988). Juneau: Alaska Department of Fish and Game, pp. 6‐27, photographs. 
Colorful overview of the history of Alaska’s canneries and the salmon fishery.  

Roppel, Patricia. An Historical Guide to Revillagigedo and Gravina Islands, Alaska. 
Wrangell: Farwest Research, 1995, 313 pp. History and natural history of two Southeast 
Alaska islands that comprise the Ketchikan Gateway Borough. 

DeArmond, Robert N., and Patricia Roppel. Baranof Island’s Eastern Shore: The Waterfall 
Coast. Sitka, AK: Arrowhead Press, 1997, 66 pp., photographs, maps. Description of the 
Southeast, Alaska island shoreline with historic and geographic information. 

Roppel, Patricia. “Cannery Point: The Story of Hoonah Packing Company.” Juneau: 
Alaskan Southeastern Magazine (October 2001). History of the Hoonah cannery from its 
construction in 1912 to its planned conversion into a tourist destination. 

Roppel, Patricia. “In Search of Point Ward Cannery.” Juneau: Alaskan Southeastern 
Magazine (January 2003).  With few clues and no historic photographs, Roppel explores 
Ernest Sound for the site of a salmon cannery that operated in the early 1900s. 

Roppel, Patricia. “The Steamer Albatross and Early Pacific Salmon, Oncorhynchus spp., 
Research in Alaska.” Marine Fisheries Review, Vol. 66, No. 3 (2004). Seattle, WA: 
National Marine Fisheries Service, pp. 21‐31, photographs, maps, literature cited. The 
voyages to Alaska of the U.S. Fish Commission steamer Albatross from 1888 to 1914 and 
investigations of Alaska salmon and the early canning industry. 

Roppel, Pat. Articles published in Juneau’s Capital City Weekly, 2010‐2014, many under 
the general heading Southeast History.  These were short articles, often just a single 
page, some with historic photographs, and are available at www.capitalcityweekly.com:  

“Sounding Leads: Early Depth Sounders.” Design and use of lead weights to 
measure water depth and sample the bottom. March 17, 2010 

“Early Methods for Fish Finding.” Looking for herring in the days before sonar 
and electronic fish finders. May 5, 2010 

“’Chums Should Not Be Canned at All.’” In 1903, the nation’s top fish scientist 
considered chums and pinks to be “imitation salmon.” May 19, 2010 

“‘Menace to the Salmon: History of Commercial Dolly Varden fishing in 
Southeast Alaska.” Considered a predator to some and game fish to others, Dolly 
Varden were fished commercially in Southeast beginning in 1906. June 30, 2010 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“Fish Pirates of Icy and Chatham Straits.” Robbing fish traps to the north and 
west of Juneau in 1920. July 14, 2010 

“Rare  Prowfish  Identified  in  Petersburg  in  the  1950s.”  An  unusual  species  is 
landed in Chatham Strait in 1954. July 28, 2010 

“Necessities of Life for Chinese Cannery Workers in 1890.” Food and opium used 
by cannery workers. September 22, 2010. Also see related article on December 
8, 2010.  

“Canning Salmon at Auke Bay.” The Auke Bay Salmon Canning Company near 
Juneau, 1916‐23. October 27, 2010 

“Auke Bay Canneries: John L. Carlson & Company.” Carlson came to Alaska in 
1901 and operated a small hand packed cannery at the later site of the NMFS 
Auke Bay Lab from 1919‐21. November 3, 2010 

“Opium at Canneries and other Narcotic Use 80 Years Ago.” December 8, 2010 

“Petersburg’s First Cannery.” Canneryman Peter Buschmann claimed land at the 
north end of Wrangell Narrows in 1896, now the site of the Icicle Seafoods. 
February 9, 2011 

“Salting Salmon in Taku Inlet.” South of Juneau, 1882‐1901. March 23, 2011 

“The Kippers of Baranof Island.” Scottish lassies were used to pack herring at 
Little Port Walter, 1916‐20. April 13, 2011 

“The Russian Redoubt Saltery.” In Sitka, 1804‐1889. May 11, 2011 

“Salting and Canning Salmon at Big Saltery Island.” Near Wrangell, c. 1880‐1901. 
June 22, 2011 

“Klawock’s First Commercial Saltery.” Built in the 1870s. July 6, 2011 

“Alaska’s First Salmon Cannery.” Built in Klawock in 1878. July 13, 2011. Roppel 
also wrote about the cannery built in Sitka that same year, see March 13, 2013.  

“No Booze in Ketchikan Hotel.” Fishermen smuggled liquor from Prince Rupert 
during prohibition, but hotel maids tried to keep it out. July 27, 2011 

“Early Days of Black Cod Fishing.” Beginning in 1913. September 14, 2011 

“Bootlegger Blames Floating Fish Trap for Lost Booze.” A 1920 lawsuit filed by a 
man who claimed his boat sank in Dixon Entrance after running into an 
unmarked fish trap. The trap owner claimed otherwise. November 30, 2011 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“The Demise of the Baranovich Saltery.” At Kasaan Bay on Prince of Wales Island 
in 1900. Conclusion of a 4‐part series on life and times of pioneer miner, salmon 
salter, and bootlegger Charles Vincent Baranovich, d. 1879. May 9, 2012 

“Salmon Cans for Early Canneries.” The art of making tin cans by hand. June 20, 
2012 

“What didn’t happen at Port Bazan.” Denial of a permit a defense contractor 
sought to test a noisy jet engine in a remote inlet on Dall Island. July 4, 2012. 

“Stikine River Cannery – from 1888‐89.” Near Wrangell. July 11, 2012 

“Early Cannery at Gerard Point.” James Barron’s Thlinket Packing Company 
cannery across from Wrangell. September 19, 2012 

“The Salmon of Sarkar Cove.” On the west coast of Prince of Wales Island. 
November 14, 2012 

“Saltery and Cannery at Sarkar Cove.” November 21, 2012 

“Just a Little More Detail.” A column of miscellany including a story about a 
trophy king salmon landed on Prince of Wales Island in 1939. November 28, 2012 

“Baranof Island’s Redfish Bay Cannery”. The Baranof Packing Company, 1891‐
1899, on what is now Tumakof Creek. December 26, 2012 

“Give Me Meat, Not Beans and Bacon.” Pioneers’ preference for canned meats 
by the Chicago packer, and later salmon canner, Libby, McNeill, and Libby. 
January 20, 2013 

“Exploring the Burnett Island Cannery Site.” On Etolin Island, west of Wrangell. 
February 13, 2013 

“Salting Salmon at Boca de Quadra.” Near Kah Shakes, south of Ketchikan. 
February 27, 2013 

“Sitka’s First Salmon Cannery – 1878.” Operated by the Cutting Packing 
Company, 1878‐1882. March 13, 2013 

“Those Pesky Octopi.” Stories about encounters with octopus. April 24, 2013 

“Washington Bay Canneries.” Chatham Straits Packing and Washington Bay 
Packing, on Kuiu Island, 1918‐27. May 8, 2013 

“Two of Baranof Island’s Herring Plants.” At Big Port Walter and New Port 
Walter. June 5, 2013 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“Exploring Warm Chuck Cannery.” On Prince of Wales Island near Klawock, 1912‐
1929. June 26, 2013 

“Port Beauclerc’s First Cannery.” The Kuiu Island Packing Company, 1911‐1914. 
July 31, 2013 

“Port Beauclerc’s Second Cannery.” The Beauclaire Packing Company, 1919‐
1926. August 7, 2013 

“Cape Muzon the Southwest Corner of Dall Island.” Shipwrecks and other 
incidents at the Southern tip of Southeast Alaska, including a stories about a fish 
tender and fish trap crew. October 31, 2012 

“First Years in Craig.” Early history of the Prince of Wales community once 
known as “Fish Egg.” November 20, 2013 

“’75 Visit to Kasaan.” Remembering a trip to survey historic resources at Kasaan, 
including a visit to an old cannery. December 4, 2013 

“Sharing Memories.” Remembrances of fisherman Pete Hocson about fishing as 
a greenhorn out of Petersburg in 1954. February 5, 2014 

 “A Teen Crewman in the Mid 50s.” Remembrances of an incident while working 
aboard the fishing vessel Pride. February 12, 2014 

“Schooners Still Sail Southeast.” Halibut schooners still in use. March 5, 2014 

“Pillar Bay’s Industry Grew by Reduction.” The Fidalgo Island Packing Company’s 
herring reduction plant on Kuiu Island. May 7, 2014 

“Kell Bay’s Isolated Salmon Cannery.” On Kuiu Island, 1899‐1901, one of the 
canneries where Mont Hawthorne worked and related in the books of Martha 
McKeown (see “Biographies and Memoires”). July 23, 2014 

“Bombs, Bolsheviks and Salmon at Port Althorp.” The Deep Sea Salmon Company 
on the northern end of Chichagof Island, part 1 of 2. September 17, 2014 

“The Fire that Destroyed One of Southeast’s Largest Canneries.” Concluding the 
previous article with the story of the loss of the Port Althorp cannery in 1940. 
September 24, 2014 

 


