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T his	  year’s	  AHS	  conference	  program	  has	  something	  for	  everyone.	  	  Our	  theme—Tundra	  &	  Ice:	  	  
History	  in	  Alaska’s	  Arctic—has	  caused	  us	  to	  look	  northward,	  and	  presenters	  are	  focused	  on	  Nome	  

and	  Kotzebue	  Sound	  as	  centers	  of	  gold	  rush	  history,	  the	  Bering	  Strait	  during	  World	  War	  II	  and	  the	  
Cold	  War,	  and	  northern	  towns	  as	  home	  to	  some	  of	  Alaska’s	  most	  interesting	  and	  innovative	  people.	  	  Other	  
presenters	  dig	  deep	  into	  the	  lives	  of	  the	  folks	  who	  shaped	  Alaska’s	  culture,	  politics,	  and	  economics,	  and,	  

history	  and	  culture,	  from	  educators	  about	  new	  ways	  to	  teach	  and	  understand,	  and	  from	  natural	  resource	  
managers	  about	  the	  past	  and	  future	  of	  sustainable	  harvests.	  	  Come	  one,	  come	  all!	  	  	  
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Tundra & Ice: 
History in Alaska’s Arctic
Tundra & Ice: 
History in Alaska’s Arctic
Tundra & Ice: 
History in Alaska’s Arctic

"!ree Wet Muskox," Bering Land Bridge National Preserve, 16 July 2012.  By the 1800s Alaska's indigenous muskox herds were extinct. 
In 1930, muskox from Greenland were brought to the University of Alaska in Fairbanks, and a small group transplanted to Nunivak 
Island, 1935-36. In 1970, thirty-six of the Nunivak Island animals were transplanted near the Feather River, 36 miles from Nome. A 
second transplant followed in 1981, with the release of thirty-"ve more animals at the Port Clarence Coast Guard Station, 15 miles west 
of Teller. !e latest count of muskox on the Seward Peninsula is 3,000. With 300 miles of well-maintained gravel roads radiating from 
Nome, the Seward Peninsula o#ers visitors a premier opportunity for viewing free-ranging muskox from the comfort of their car. 



Schedule
THURSDAY,	  8:30-‐10:00AM	  	  
Keynote:	   	  

THURSDAY,	  10:30-‐12:00
Session	  A:	  Gold	  Rush	  in	  Alaska’s	  Northwest

sea	  during	  the	  gold	  rush.

Session	  B:	  The	  Military	  in	  Alaska

Session	  C:	  General	  Session

THURSDAY,	  1:30-‐3:00PM
Session	  A:	  Missions	  and	  Legacies

Session	  B:	  

We've been running a little behind schedule. 
But only by about 15 years or so. 
                       —Matt Groening
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THURSDAY,	  3:30-‐5:00PM
Session	  A:	  Personal	  Experiences	  in	  the	  Cold	  War	  Era

Session	  B:	  	  

Session	  C:	  

FRIDAY,	  8:30-‐10:00AM
Keynote:	  

FRIDAY,	  10:30-‐12:00
Session	  A:	  

Publisher.	  

Session	  B:	  

Historians	  Committee.	  

Session	  C:	   Sayeik	  and	  Melting	  the	  Ice

FRIDAY,	  12:00PM
Roundtable

FRIDAY,	  1:30-‐3:00PM
Session	  A:	  Lives	  in	  the	  Far	  North

resident,	  now	  of	  Homer.	  

Science	  Program.	  
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Session	  B:	  Commerce	  and	  Empire

Session	  C:	   When	  in	  Nome	  .	  .	  .	  

FRIDAY,	  3:30-‐5:00	  pm,	  Alaska	  Historical	  Society	  annual	  business	  meeting

SATURDAY,	  9:30-‐11:00AM
Session	  A:	  Tourism	  and	  Representation

Session	  B:	  Politics	  and	  Nature

Session	  C:	  Past	  Meets	  Present:	  Historic	  Resource	  Use

Braem,	  National	  Park	  Service.

POSTERS:

Painter,	  Writer	  for	  The	  Anchorage	  Press;
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• 

Message from the President: The Pursuit of Knowledge

the	  news	  media,	  whether	  it	  is	  the	  established	  press	  or	  the	  voices	  from	  the	  fringe.
No	  one	  can	  be	  more	  interested	  in	  these	  conversations,	  of	  course,	  than	  people	  interested	  in	  history,	  because	  these	  very	  

faced	  with	  the	  same	  questions

know	  anything	  at	  all.
Organizations	  like	  the	  Alaska	  Historical	  Society	  are	  important	  in	  approaching	  these	  questions,	  because	  we	  constitute	  

a	  group	  of	  individuals	  who	  are	  interested	  in	  thinking	  about	  how	  we	  can	  know	  about	  the	  past,	  and	  how	  we	  can	  test	  our	  
conclusions	  about	  the	  past,	  in	  order	  to	  improve	  them.	  	  In	  doing	  this,	  we	  honor	  the	  highest	  traditions	  of	  all	  knowledge	  
seekers	  in	  every	  time	  and	  place,	  in	  believing	  that	  we	  can,	  with	  effort,	  and	  however	  imperfectly,	  acquire	  knowledge,	  and	  
apply	  that	  knowledge	  in	  better	  guiding	  ourselves	  and	  our	  children	  into	  the	  future.	  	  This	  point	  of	  view,	  in	  itself,	  makes	  an	  

T

Local Society News

The	  Chilkat	  Valley	  Historical	  Society	  

Anway	  Homestead	  this	  summer.	  	  The	  site	  
has	  the	  cabin	  and	  outbuildings	  of	  Anway	  
who	  was	  famous	  for	  his	  strawberries.	  	  
Society	  members	  cleared	  brush,	  felled	  a	  
tree,	  restored	  the	  root	  cellar,	  and	  laid	  plans	  
to	  restore	  the	  woodshed	  and	  outhouse.	  	  

pursuing	  plans	  for	  public	  tours	  of	  the	  site.
!

The	  Juneau-‐Douglas	  City	  Museum	  
started	  a	  new	  program,	  titled	   	  
for	  community	  members	  to	  discuss	  local	  
history,	  culture,	  and	  literature.	  	  At	  the	  

The	  

the	  North	  Down	  with	  Her	  by	  Ken	  Coates	  

the	  discussion	  included	  Tom	  Ainsworth,	  
National	  Weather	  Service,	  who	  spoke	  
about	  weather	  prediction	  and	  the	  NWS’s	  

sinking	  of	  the	  Sophia.	  	  

The	  Ketchikan	  Museums	  note	  their	  
summer	  guides	  included	  a	  former	  logger,	  a	  

studying	  Tsimshian.	  	  The	  newsletter	  notes	  

perspectives	  that	  are	  enhancing	  visitors’	  

!

Congratulations	  to	  the	  Sitka	  Historical	  
Society
new	  location,	  although	  still	  in	  Harrigan	  
Centennial	  Hall.	  	  

The	  Wasilla	  Museum	  hosted	  Thursday	  
Night	  at	  the	  Museum	  programs	  all	  summer.	  	  
At	  a	  particularly	  popular	  one	  in	  August	  

Traditional	  Council	  did	  a	  snowshoe	  lacing	  
workshop	  and	  recounted	  Ahtna	  stories.	  	  

!

The	  Hope	  and	  Sunrise	  Historical	  
Society	  is	  ending	  their	  summer	  season	  

commemorating	  the	  centennial	  of	  the	  end	  
Sourdoughs	  in	  World	  

War	  I.

!e Serpentine Tors, Bering 
Land Bridge National Preserve, 
Seward Peninsula, 2007. 
Courtesy National Park Service.
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the	  last	  nine	  years	  at	  this	  site,	  and	  prior	  to	  that	  conducted	  
investigations	  of	  several	  other	  sites	  in	  southwestern	  Alaska.	  

drill	  bits,	  darts	  with	  bone	  points,	  and	  carved	  ivory	  pieces.	  	  The	  
artifacts	  are	  owned	  by	  Qanirtuuq	  Corporation.	  	  If	  interested	  in	  
going	  to	  Quinhagak	  and	  seeing	  the	  collection,	  contact	  Warren	  

!

Other notes

in	  Alaska	  

	  to	  shadow	  Kent	  
and	  his	  son	  while	  in	  Alaska.	  	  Also	  to	  commemorate	  the	  event,	  

Anchorage	  in	  early	  November.

want	  to	  uncover	  in	  this	  proposed	  book,	  are	  the	  amazing	  

had	  traveled	  the	  road	  before	  and	  after	  us.”	  	  If	  you	  have	  a	  
story	  and	  want	  to	  share	  it,	  the	  authors	  can	  be	  reached	  at	  
alcanoralhistory@gmail.com.

	  Tustumena,	  “Trusty	  Tusty,”	  
has	  connected	  Aleutian	  and	  Kodiak	  Island	  communities	  

collecting	  stories	  from	  passengers,	  crew,	  and	  others	  
served	  by	  the	  boat.	  	  If	  you	  have	  a	  story	  to	  share,	  let	  

at	  

memories	  matter!	  	  

Local Society News

By	  the	  way,	  the	  Alaska	  State	  Libraries,	  Archives	  and	  
Museum	   Alaska	  and	  World	  War	  

I:	  	  A	  Centennial	  Exhibit

and	  addresses	  how	  the	  war	  affected	  Alaska.	  	  If	  you	  cannot	  

!

television	  station	  to	  produce	  At	  the	  APK,	  a	  television	  show	  
with	  lectures	  by	  authors,	  artists,	  and	  historians	  who	  

.	  	  
!

Anchorage	  
Museum

at	  least	  the	  last	  three	  years,	  the	  research	  center	  has	  brought	  

attendees	  delight	  in	  stopping	  to	  see	  photos	  from	  their	  
communities.	  	  They	  have	  helped	  identify	  people,	  places,	  

designation.	  	  Congratulations!	  
!

Willow	  Historic	  and	  Wildlife	  
Foundation

He	  mentioned	  the	  town	  of	  Kelleyville	  and	  a	  member	  of	  the	  
audience	  recounted	  tearing	  down	  the	  last	  seven	  buildings	  
at	  the	  site,	  noting	  much	  of	  the	  wood	  from	  the	  buildings	  was	  
repurposed	  around	  Willow.	  

!

The	  Soldotna	  Historical	  Society	  and	  Museum	  held	  
an	  open	  house	  and	  community	  BBQ	  this	  summer.	  	  They	  
note	  the	  group	  started	  preserving	  the	  area’s	  homestead	  

people	  to	  know	  about	  them.	  	  The	  have	  a	  website,	  www.
soldotnamuseum.com	  to	  show	  and	  tell	  you	  more.	  	  	  

!

The	  Palmer	  Historical	  Society	  had	  a	  welcome	  team	  in	  the	  

resume	  its	  monthly	  programs	  on	  September	  19th	  with	  Pat	  

coop	  building	  restoration	  with	  the	  goal	  to	  have	  it	  ready	  for	  

!

The	  Nunalleq	  Culture	  and	  Archaeology	  Center	  opened	  in	  

to	  visit	  him	  at	  his	  mine	  on	  Basin	  Creek	  and	  see	  his	  
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Alaska Historical Society  
Board of Directors
Averil Lerman, President, lermntan@gmail.com
 Anchorage
Rebecca Poulson, Vice President, rebecca_poulson@hotmail.com
 Sitka
Michael Hawfield, Treasurer, mchawfield@alaska.edu
 Homer
Sara Piasecki, Secretary, spiasecki@anchoragemuseum.org
 Anchorage
Chris Allan, sprucetip105@gmail.com
 Fairbanks
Karen Brewster, karen.brewster@alaska.edu
 Fairbanks
Tom Bundtzen, bundtzen@mosquitonet.com
 Fairbanks
Rogan Faith, hwalrussia@gmail.com
 Anchorage
Patuk Glenn, pglenn@ascr.com 
 Eagle River
J. Pennelope Goforth, seacat@cybrrcat.com
 Anchorage
Ian Hartman, ichartman@alaska.edu
 Anchorage
Erik Johnson, erikkristian@gmail.com
 Denali Park
Ruth Knapman, alaskaknapman@gmail.com
 Fairbanks
Aaron Leggett, aleggett@anchoragemuseum.org
 Anchorage
Tim Troll, nmwtlandtrust@hotmail.com

 Anchorage

Others:
Ross Coen, Editor, Alaska History, rcoen@uw.edu

Judy Bittner, Alaska Office of History and Archaeology, judy.bittner@
alaska.gov

Patience Frederiksen, Alaska Libraries, Archives, Museums, patience. 
frederiksen@alaska.gov

Jo Antonson, Executive Director, jantonson@gmail.com

P.O. Box 100299, Anchorage, AK 99510-0299 
Tel: 907/276-1596
Email: members@alaskahistoricalsociety.org
www.alaskahistoricalsociety.org
49history.blogspot.com or find us on Facebook

We welcome your letters, news 
and pictures. Please send them 
to us at one of the addresses above.

Visit our website:   
www.alaskahistoricalsociety.org

The	  city	  of	  Whitehorse	  now	  has	  a	  bronze	  bust	  at	  the	  corner	  

Black,	  who	  hiked	  the	  Chilkoot	  Trail	  in	  1898	  while	  pregnant,	  

there.	  	  She	  also	  was	  the	  second	  woman	  to	  serve	  in	  the	  

,	  updated	  as	  
,	  and	  posthumously	  revised	  and	  printed	  as	  

.	  	  

American	  Company	  outpost.	  	  Working	  with	  California	  State	  
Parks,	  the	  group	  replaced	  a	  bell	  support	  and	  broken	  crosses	  

Another	  team	  rebuilt	  a	  broken	  mill	  blade,	  and	  a	  park	  crew	  

the	  fort’s	  diverse	  historic	  communities	  of	  Alaska	  Natives,	  

and	  share	  the	  stories	  of	  the	  South	  Naknek	  cannery	  and	  

a	  digital	  storytelling	  workshop	  for	  young	  people,	  to	  collect	  

the	  ethnically	  diverse	  people	  of	  the	  canneries.	  	  The	  cannery	  
is	  owned	  by	  Trident	  Seafoods	  which	  is	  in	  support	  of	  the	  

are	  now	  available	  to	  be	  read	  and	  searched	  on	  line—free	  of	  
charge.	  	  The	  address	  is	  

.	  	  Staff	  of	  the	  Historical	  Collections	  of	  the	  Alaska	  

Humanities	  recently	  announced	  the	  award	  of	  a	  continuation	  
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ALASKA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P.O. Box 100299

Anchorage, AK 99510-0299

A 
great gift for a friend, relative, local school or 

library is a year’s membership in the Alaska 

Historical Society.  Your gift includes the newsletter 

and journal Alaska History, and supports important 

activities and programs.  It’s easy . . .  go to the AHS 

website, www.alaskahistoricalsociety.org and then 

click on “membership and giving.”

M
embership lapsed? Renew today to celebrate 

yesterday!

Alaska	   	  
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