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Newly arrived evacuees from the assembly center at Puyallup, Washington, are registered and assigned barrack apartments at the Minidoka
War Relocation Center in Eden, Idaho, on August 17, 1942. Most Japanese Americans removed from Alaska during World War Il were incarcer-
ated at this center. Sam Mihara, keynote speaker for the annual Alaska Historical Society conference in Homer, October 7-10, will share his
experiences as a boy in a similar internment camp in Wyoming. Francis Stewart, U.S. National Archives and Records Administration, 538283.

Internment survivor keynotes Homer conference

A Japanese American history educator
who was imprisoned at age 9 with more
than 120,000 Japanese Americans during
World War II will serve as a keynote speak-
er at the Alaska Historical Society’s annual
fall conference, October 7-10 in Homer.
Sam Mihara, a second-generation Japanese
American who became an aircraft engineer,
will speak about the themes of his book,
Blindsided: The Life and Times of Sam Mi-
hara.

Mihara will help open this year’s con-
ference, whose theme is “New Directions
in Alaska History.” More than two dozen
proposals for conference presentations
have been received and are currently being

reviewed and scheduled.

At the age of 9, Mihara was moved with
his family to Heart Mountain, a remote
Wyoming internment camp where they
were imprisoned for three years during
WWII, living in a 20-square-foot room.
After their release, Mihara earned bache-
lor’s and master’s degrees and worked for
42 years for the Douglas Aircraft Company
on the Delta II rocket program and even-
tually as a key executive.

He has received numerous awards for
his social justice advocacy. More than
95,000 people have heard his presentations
about his experiences.

This year’s conference at the Kachemak

Bay campus of the University of Alaska
will kick off Thursday, October 8, with a
full day of exploring the expansive work of
the late University of Alaska history pro-
fessor Steve Haycox. Some dozen scholars
who were influenced by Haycox’s research
will examine topics from the resilience of
Alaska Native peoples to the influence of
oil in state politics to the lasting impact of
Russian culture and policy on the state.
The goal of this initiative is to convert
the new historical research inspired by
Haycox into a book.
Longtime North Slope educator Pausau-
raq Jana Harcharek, now a Homer resident,
Please turnto page 5



PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

March toward rights and equality
interrupted by fear and repression

By the time this newsletter is published,
two 2026 Ciritical Issues presentations will
have taken place in Anchorage and Fair-
banks on May 21 and 22. Professor Joanne
B. Freeman of
Yale University,
celebrated author
of books chron-
icling  America’s
earliest era as an
independent na-
tion, will have
given two lec-
tures, “The Great
Experiment? Cre-

ating a Nation”
and “Taking a Stand: The Perils of Revo-
lution.” In case you missed them, they are
available online at our website.

The Ciritical Issues series is funded by
the Atwood Foundation. The May presen-
tations were organized and presented by
the Alaska Historical Society in partner-
ship with the Cook Inlet Historical Soci-
ety, the History Department of the Uni-
versity of Alaska Anchorage, the National
Park Service, and staff from the University
of Alaska Fairbanks.

Also in our rearview mirror will be 22
No Kings rallies held throughout Alaska
in March. Both sets of events were directly
inspired by and reference the era preceding
the Declaration of Independence, whose
250th anniversary our nation is currently
celebrating.

The past 250 years have not seen a
straight march toward universal inalienable
rights, equality, consent of the governed,
limited government, and the rule of law.
Rather, movement in these directions has
been interrupted by periods of fear and re-
pression. So far, the people and our leaders
have answered repressive policies and laws
with new ones that move back toward our
nation’s first principles.

Historian Heather Cox Richardson
recently described orders issued from the
White House that demand revisions in
exhibits and signs at public institutions in
ways that would “remind Americans of our
extraordinary heritage, consistent progress
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toward becoming a more perfect Union,
and unmatched record of advancing lib-
erty, prosperity, and human flourishing.”
Further, the new messages must “celebrate
American exceptionalism, remove divisive
or partisan narratives, and restore confi-
dence in our shared cultural institutions.”

The messages that had described
struggles and challenges the nation
faced in its attempts to remain true to
the promise of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence must be changed, said the or-
ders. The rationale was to counter what
the White House described as “a con-
certed and widespread effort to rewrite
our Nation’s history, replacing objective
facts with a distorted narrative driven
by ideology rather than truth.” Describ-
ing existing exhibits and signs in this
way indicates a misreading of the mes-
sages themselves, along with a profound
misunderstanding of both our nation’s
history and the process by which we un-
derstand that history.

Our knowledge of the past is, of course,
always incomplete, changing, and subject
to interpretation. Ideally, it is a story writ-
ten to explain what happened and why
that is based on verifiable facts that come
from reliable sources. Richardson celebrat-
ed Americans’ demands that events that
dont fit the newly required narrative of
“exceptionalism” and “consistent progress”
are not erased from history.

The Alaska Historical Society is ded-
icated to preserving what Richardson
calls “our complicated history of com-
munity struggle.” These are the stories
that reflect who we have been, are, and
can become.

A final note: still in our future is the
annual AHS meeting, October 7-10 in
Homer. The keynote speech presented by
our seventh 2026 Critical Issues speaker,
Sam Mihara, will be titled “Mass Injus-
tice against Japanese Americans during
WWII.” Mihara will describe his experi-
ences in the Heart Mountain internment
camp in Wyoming during World War II.
We hope to see you there.

—Patricia Partnow
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Haycox's lasting contributions honored by AHS

Nearly a dozen historians are busily
working to research history topics influ-
enced by the work of Alaska’s preeminent
historian, Steve Haycox. Their results will
be presented at the opening day of the
Alaska Historical Society’s October confer-
ence in Homer.

The effort is part of a “Festschrift,” a
project to honor the late University of Alas-
ka Anchorage professor. The papers present-
ed in October will then be compiled into a
book slated for publication in 2027.

Haycox died unexpectedly in August
2025 after a career than spanned more
than 50 years and included seminal books,
academic papers and newspaper columns
on current events.

Unfortunately, one of the historians
who committed to the project, former
UAF history professor Mary Mangusso,
died in March.

The day of presentations inspired by
Haycox will occur on the first full day of
this year’s conference, October 8, initiated

AHS seeking applicants to serve on board

The Alaska Historical Society is
seeking applicants for its 15-mem-
ber board of directors. Five people
are elected annually to three-year
terms. If you would like to be more
involved with our statewide organi-
zation, please consider running or
recommending individuals for the
board.

Directors meet four to six times a
year and most meetings are virtual.

They elect the society’s officers, set
policy and oversee operations. Each
director is asked to serve on several
committees, such as advocacy, newslet-
ter, communications, conference plan-
ning and awards, and to attend board
meetings and the annual conference.

If interested or to make a recom-
mendation, by August 1 please send an
email to members@alaskahistoricalso-
ciety.org.

and organized by UAF professor emeritus
William Schneider. Current UAA associate
dean and history professor Ian Hartman
will open with an introduction to Haycox’s
work and its impact on Alaska historical
scholarship.

Other topics will range from environ-
mental history and Alaska Native historical
contributions, to Alaska oil politics and the
state’s ties with Russia.

Also this summer, Haycox’s widow,
Dagmar Phillips, is organizing a memori-
al event scheduled for his birthday on July
19, which will take place at the Anchorage
Memorial Park Cemetery at 10 a.m. fol-
lowed by a celebration of life at the UAA
Arts Building at 3 p.m.

The Alaska State Legislature passed a
legislative citation to Haycox this session
which “commends Stephen Haycox for his
outstanding contributions to the histori-
cal understanding of Alaska, his enduring
dedication to public education, and his ex-
emplary service to the University of Alaska
Anchorage, and extends its sincere appre-
ciation for his lasting impact on the civic
and intellectual life of the State of Alaska.”

—David Ramseur

History Day inspires 700 students to research the past

With nearly 700 students across Alaska
working on history projects in their class-
rooms, Alaska History Day 2026 was a suc-
cess. Eighty-seven students entered the state
contest, now in its fourth year of sponsor-
ship by the Alaska Historical Society.

Forty-one judges eval-
uated the projects on his-
torical research quality
and clarity of presenta-
tion across five categories: CU
and paper. In addition to )
category awards, judges
selected winners for spe-
cial awards in Alaska History, Naval and
Maritime History, Women in History and
Environmental and Agricultural History.
These awards come with a monetary prize,
Top category and division winners are
invited to advance to the National His-
tory Day contest, slated for College Park,

exhibit, website, docu-
mentary,  performance

thanks to donors and sponsoring organi-
zations.

Md., June 14-18. Thirty Alaska students
are planning to make the trip, with three
teachers, chaperones and family members.

Alaska will be represented in the Smith-
sonian National Museum of American

History’s NHD Exhibit Showcase by Julia

Samuel and Emma Eaton from South An-
chorage High School, with their project, A
Sealed Fate: How Colonization Revolution-
ized Alaska Native Seal Harvesting.

While at the national contest, students
will present their research to panels of
judges and meet student historians from
other states, territories and international
affiliates. The group also will meet with

ALASKA

HISTORY DAY

Alaska’s congressional delegation, partic-
ipate in project showcases, tour sites in
Washington D.C., and get a taste of life on
the University of Maryland campus.

Alaska History Day is facing a transi-
tion as long-time coordinator and AHS
board member Lean-
na Prax Williams is
moving out of state.
The AHS board of
directors is working
to help stabilize Alas-
ka’s program and raise
funds. If interested in
being part of this ef-
fort, please complete
the survey at: www.alaskahistoricalsociety.
org/alaska-history-day/.

This year Alaska History Day has been
supported by generous grants and dona-
tions from the Atwood Foundation, Cook
Inlet Historical Society, the Alaska Histor-
ical Society and individual donors from
around the state.

—Leanna Prax Williams
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The Ilanka Cultural Center in Cor-
dova was founded in 2004 by the Native
Village of Eyak (NVE) as a repository to
repatriate and curate artifacts, preserve
traditions and support local artistry of
their members, primarily representing
Eyak, Alutiiq, Tlingit and Athabaskan
people.

The center aims to build greater
awareness of the Tribe’s rich cultural his-
tory—a goal that is personal for Danaya
Hoover, cultural director for NVE the
past six years.

Hoover is originally from
Seattle, but her family has lived in
the Cordova area for generations.

She moved in and out of Cordova
several times before coming to stay
in 2016.

“It was really important and
special for me to connect with my
culture,” Hoover said. “So anytime
I’'m able to share that experience
and provide that to somebody else
is really special.”

Hoover oversees the center’s
museum, gift shop, Tribal library,
cultural course offerings, and NVE’s
language and dance programs. The
Ilanka Cultural Center Committee,
composed of Tribal members, helps
advise and guide this work.

Since 2020, with growth of NVE
resulting in facility renovation to
accommodate staff needs and create
more office space, the cultural center
has been temporarily housed in a
two-story building on First Street.
Collections and archives are on the first
floor, the museum and gift shop upstairs.
NVE has worked with a consulting firm
to identify the needs and goals of Tribal
members and staff for a new facility, to be
built in the next 15 years.

“The goal of the new building is to
respectfully and properly care for our
current collection while creating the
space and capacity to welcome returns
from other museums,” Hoover said. “It
will serve as a gathering place for our
Tribal members and the broader com-
munity, as well as a resource for research

and educational opportunities.”

-

MUSEUM/HISTORICAL SOCIETY PROFILE
llanka Cultural Center celebrates Eyak artifacts

Though the temporary museum
gallery space is about half the size of
the original, it accommodated 5,135
visitors in 2025. Items exhibited include
traditional masks, a gut skin parka,
spruce root hats, fishing elements and
tools. Contemporary pieces include
works in a variety of mediums by artists
John Hoover, Jennifer Younger, Chris
Belgarde and Teal Hansen. Visitors often
comment on a shame pole carved by

Tribal member Mike Webber. Shame

Contemporary art, including carver Mike Webber's
Exxon Valdez shame pole, and historic pieces are dis-
played at the cultural center. Photo by Danaya Hoover.

poles publicly accuse wrongdoers—in
this case, Exxon Shipping Company for
the Exxon Valdez oil spill.

The center’s gift shop, established
to showcase and sell creations by local
Indigenous artists, has purses, sea otter
pillows, trapper hats, beaded earrings,
salmon skin jewelry and carved ivory
pieces, as well as works by Native artists
from around Alaska.

The first floor area stores an Eyak
dugout canoe and more than 630 other
artifacts and cultural belongings, as well
as historical photos. A recent project
asked Tribal members to bring in old

family photos to be scanned into the
center’s collection.

While the center is primarily funded
by NVE, grants fund special projects.

llanka Legends is a series of children’s
books the center is about to publish.
Three Eyak and three Chugach tradi-
tional stories have been rephrased for
children, some with rhyme, and are
illustrated by Tribal members. An In-
stitute of Museum and Library Services
grant funds the project.

In 2021, a National Park Service
Tribal Heritage Grant funded a
regalia workshop. Tribal members
took the two-week course with
Kodiak Alutiiq artist Hanna Sholl,
creating contemporary Sugpiaq
dance regalia and learning tradi-
tional Alutiiq embroidery. The
grant also supported Tribal member
Mary Babic to create an intricately
stitched replica regalia piece. The
gorgeous long-sleeved garment
substituted black-dyed beaver fur
for the roughly 160 feathered cor-
morant necks that would have been
used traditionally.

The center regularly offers cours-
es. Students have learned to bead
earrings, create dreamcatchers, sew
slippers and mittens, carve halibut
hooks, harvest and process spruce
roots, and much more. The center
currently has about 120 dues-pay-
ing members, and members have
priority in signing up for these
popular courses.

While limited space means Tribal
library holdings aren’t currently displayed,
they appear in the city library’s catalog
and can be accessed at the cultural center.

The center is looking for Tribal mem-
ber summer interns this year, aiming to
familiarize local youth with museum and
gift shop work.

Find Ilanka Cultural Center on
Facebook, on Instagram and at ilank-
aculturalcenter.com or stop by when
in Cordova. The center is open Mon-
day-Friday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Admission is
free, with donations accepted.

—Carol Gales
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AHS BOARD MEMBER PROFILE

Expert in treatment of Native populations inspired
by Alaska’s historic connection with its people

The Alaska Historical Society’s newest
board member is also a newcomer to Alas-
ka—Dbut not to history. Mary Ludwig, an
assistant professor of history at the Univer-
sity of Alaska Fairbanks, joined the AHS
board in September 2025 while beginning
her second year teaching American and
Native American history at UAE.

After completing her doctoral program
at the University of Nevada Las Vegas,
Ludwig was enticed to Alaska by the po-
sition’s description, which advertised for a
focus on American history with a prefer-
ence for someone who could teach Native
American history.

“It was a good fit,” she says, having spe-
cialized in Indigenous studies.

She was also enticed by Alaska’s cool-
er temperatures—leaving Las Vegas after
the third week of temperatures over 100
degrees—although this past winter’s sus-
tained cold in the Alaska Interior was a
challenge.

Ludwig grew up in Texas and received
her bachelor’s degree from the University
of Texas at Austin, where the history de-
partment did not teach Native American
history. “You had to go to the anthropolo-
gy department to study Native Americans,”
she said, “and I thought that made no sense
given that UT was the largest school in the
U.S. at the time.”

That interest in Native American his-
tory led Ludwig to the University of Wy-
oming for a master’s degree, followed by
14 years teaching for Laramie County
Community College before departing for
UNLYV and a doctorate. Her dissertation,
“Incarcerated Nations: Confinement, Re-
moval, and Policing on the Colorado River
Indian Reservation,” examines how Indian
policy underpins the carceral state.

Ludwig is impressed with the support
Alaska—and UAF—give to the teaching of
Native American, as well as immigration,
history. “There are opportunities here that
I don’t think I would have elsewhere,” she
said, noting that in Texas and Wyoming
there were significant challenges regarding
freedom of speech and freedom to teach
particular content in schools.

Newly arrived in Alaska, Ludwig at-

Mary Ludwig walking her dogs, Echo and Obi, in Fairbanks during what she calls “the coldest
winter of my life.” Photo by Sid Ludwig.

tended the 2024 AHS annual conference
in Cordova and the 2025 conference in
Fairbanks and found Alaska’s “history
family” to be warm and inviting. “I knew
I wanted to be a part of it,” Ludwig said.
“You could see the connections among
people, which is so different from national
conferences with thousands of people.

“I really appreciate AHS, especially how
open it is to students, creating opportunities
for them to learn more about history and
to jump into the subject matter themselves.”

She now serves on several AHS com-
mittees, including the conference planning
committee, as well as the special initiatives
committee which is focusing on sustaining

Alaska History Day and who brought Yale
history professor Joanne Freeman to speak
in Anchorage and Fairbanks in May.

Ludwig likes to travel when she can and
looks forward to road trips and hiking in
Alaska this summer, followed by traveling
to Homer in October for the 2026 AHS
conference.

Ludwig’s family includes her husband,
a history teacher at Tanana Middle School;
a son, studying business and finance at
UAF; and a daughter finishing her junior
year in high school. She also has two dogs
and looks forward to figuring out how to
garden in the far north.

—Molly McCammon

Homer conference

Continued from page 1

will deliver a keynote presentation focused
on the preservation of Native culture and
languages. Harcharek started her career as a
teacher aide, worked for the Center of Bi-
lingual and Multicultural Instruction and
became the North Slope School District’s
director of Ifupiaq education.

A portion of the final day of the confer-

ence, October 10, will focus on Kachemak
Bay and Kenai Peninsula history. Other
events include the society’s annual business
meeting, presentation of awards, and tour
of select Homer bars.

Conference registration is scheduled to
open August 1. Several hotels are offering
discounts for conference attendees. Check
the AHS website for up-to-date information
on matters pertaining to the conference.

—David Ramseur
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State's aviation industry marks 75th anniversary

Editor’s note: With the Anchorage and
Fairbanks international airports celebrar-
ing their 75th anniversaries this year, we
asked longtime Alaska aviation writer Col-
leen Mondor for a historical perspective on
Alaskas aviation industry. She is the author
of The Map of My Dead Pilots: The Dan-
gerous Game of Flying in Alaska, 2 2011
memoir of her years running dispatch for a
small air taxi in Fairbanks. She publishes a
newsletter, Probable Cause, which can be
Jfound at colleenmondor.substack.com.

=

Seventy-five years ago, Alaska’s aviation
industry took a giant leap forward with the
opening of new major airports in Anchor-
age and Fairbanks. As the country moved
into the jet age, the civilian airports in the
territory’s two largest cities lagged desper-
ately behind in everything from runways
to navigation aids.

The new airports, dubbed Fairbanks
International and Anchorage Internation-
al, were primarily built, as reported by the
Fairbanks Daily News-Miner in July 1951,
to remove all civil traffic from nearby mili-
tary fields. They were federal projects with
little territorial involvement, and perhaps
because of that, faced some odd choices
along the way.

Since Ben Eielson flew the first U.S.
Postal Service contract in 1924, aviation
in Alaska has been unique. While the in-
dustry grew in fits and starts that decade
in the Lower 48, small airlines in Alaska
were grossing $10,000 a month from the
government and industries that flocked to
the north for everything from exploration
to film to hunting and tourism.

As the long list of aviators who died on
the job—including Eielson—still attests,
aviation in Alaska was never easy. But from
the beginning, it was lucrative and that was
what prompted so many to give it a shot.

World War II had a massive impact
on the territory’s aviation infrastructure
with the military and Civil Aeronautics
Administration (precursor to the Federal
Aviation Administration). They built large,
paved runways at places like Galena and
Northway and installed navigational aids
to guide pilots in the Lend-Lease program,
coastal defense and Aleutian campaign. In
Fairbanks, Ladd Army Air Field received
its first arrival in 1940 while Elmendorf
Field in Anchorage soon followed.
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A crowd gathers at Weeks Field in Fairbanks on May 3, 1938, to welcome the first official air-
mail flight from Juneau to Fairbanks, carried by a Pacific Alaska Airways plane. AF-2005-123-2,
Candace Waugaman Collection, Alaska and Polar Regions Collections and Archives, UAF.

The civilian airports in both cities con-
tinued to be used as they were before the
war; in Fairbanks it was Weeks Field and
in Anchorage it was Merrill Field. But after
the war, both cities needed airports with
bigger paved runways and modern navi-
gational infrastructure. Work soon started
to fulfill those goals, funded by Congress
under the direction of the CAA.

An important difference in the two plans
was Merrill Field was never scheduled for
closure. Operational in 1929, and named
the next year for bush pilot Russel Merrill, it
remains the primary general aviation airport
in the city for fixed-gear and ski-equipped
aircraft. A control tower was established
at Merrill in 1947, one of the few airports
in Alaska to be so equipped. While many
expected that at some point Anchorage In-
ternational would absorb Merrill, it did not
and Merrill Field remains one of the busiest
airports in the U.S.

In Fairbanks, Weeks Field was slated for
closure all along, even though the new airport
had no terminal nor did the CAA approve
construction for maintenance hangars. (The
terminal was finally completed in 1954.)

Small charter operators, flight schools and
air taxis at Weeks protested the closure with
Northern Consolidated, a significant Interior
company, asking that a smaller crosswind run-
way be repaired and opened so it could per-
form maintenance on its aircraft over the win-
ter of 1951. The City of Fairbanks declined to

fund the project; in November it was reported

that Northern Consolidated would make An-
chorage its headquarters.

After a court case to stall the closure,
several companies, including Fairbanks
Aircraft Services, persuaded Carroll Phil-
lips to open a private field on his land in
town. After construction of a 4,000-foot
strip, Phillips Field saw first operations in
December 1951. It remained open for de-
cades, until forced to close to make way for
the Johansen Expressway.

There is no doubt the international air-
ports have been crucial to opening Alaska
up to the world, with Anchorage in partic-
ular serving as a gateway to Asia. The cargo
operation there exceeded 3.9 million met-
ric tons landed last year and the so-called
“Alaska route” is widely used for air freight.

In considering the state’s aviation his-
tory, it is places like Merrill, Phillips and
Weeks fields that might have had the more
enduring impact. At vital times in Alaska’s
history, they supported the smaller aircraft
that remain the backbone of Alaska’s in-
dustry. The international airports brought
in the big planes, but it is the smaller ones

that still keep much of Alaska flying.
—Colleen Mondor

=
The Alaska Film Archives has posted films

online showing construction of the Anchor-
age and Fairbanks airports. View them at
tinyurl.com/ANC-build, and  tinyurl.com/
FAI-build.



Help us honor those who promote Alaska history

The Alaska Historical Society is again soliciting individu-
als and organizations doing exceptional work in the field of
Alaska history.

Each year, the AHS recognizes individuals, historical soci-
eties and public institutions for outstanding research, writing
and the promotion of Alaska history. Award winners are
selected by the board of directors from nominations made by
the public, and announced at the annual conference.

The awards committee is seeking nominations for the
following awards:

JAMES H. DUCKER ALASKA HISTORIAN OF THE YEAR
AWARD - given to an Alaska resident for the publication of
important new material about Alaska history during the past
year.

ESTHER BILLMAN AWARD - for a local or state historical
society, museum, government agency or other organization for
a project contributing to the preservation and understanding

EVANGELINE ATWOOD AWARD - given to an individual
for significant long-term contributions to Alaska state or local
history.

BARBARA SMITH PATHFINDER AWARD — which
recognizes contributions to the discovery and description of
resources relating to Alaska history.

CONTRIBUTIONS TO ALASKA HISTORY AWARD - which
recognizes individuals or groups for a significant or special
publication, project or program that furthers the understand-
ing of Alaska history.

ELVAR. SCOTT LOCAL HISTORICAL SOCIETY AWARD
— which recognizes a community historical society or museum
for its newsletter, a publication, programs or a special project.

To learn more about the awards, see past winners, and sub-
mit your nominations, please visit: alaskahistoricalsociety.org/
about-ahs/awards/. The deadline for nominations is August

of Alaska history during the past year.

ADVOCACY UPDATES

1,2026.

Civics education requirement finally passes legislature

After attempts over several years, Alaska
State Senator Gary Stevens’ bill to require
high school students to demonstrate their
understanding of the fundamental U.S.
principles of government passed in the fi-
nal days of the legislative session. The Alas-
ka Historical Society strongly supported
this legislation.

The government principles include the
founding history of the U.S., the American
and Alaska constitutions, the responsibili-
ties of the three branches of government,
the rights and responsibilities of U.S. cit-
izens, civil rights and liberties, political
parties and interest groups, campaigns and
elections, foreign and domestic policy, and
comparative systems of government used
globally and by Alaska Natives.

Stevens, a former college history in-
structor himself, has long advocated for
a state policy that reinforces the fact that
preparation for civic life is equally import-
ant as preparation for higher education
and careers.

The bill was revised in the House to re-
move the requirement for the state educa-
tion department to develop a full statewide
civics curriculum, assessments and profi-
ciency processes. Instead, the state is only

required to post existing open educational
resources. Multiple options for meeting
the state requirement are included in the
legislation.

Meanwhile, another Senator Stevens
priority, Senate Concurrent Resolution 11,
establishing a legislative commission to re-
view and make recommendations on how
best to amend the official state seal, died in
Senate Rules Committee.

The State Seal we see today, adopted
upon statchood in 1959, holds up the
late 1880s to early 1900s era representing
Alaska’s beginnings from the perspective of
western colonial expansion. SCR 11 pro-
posed to cast a wider net in redesigning the
seal using a wide group of stakeholders and
artistic and design professionals to better
reflect the broad cultural heritage of Alas-
ka’s peoples.

Juneau Assembly considers closing city museum

As part of a cost-cutting measure, the
City and Borough of Juneau Assembly vot-
ed in mid-May to consider closing the Ju-
neau-Douglas City Museum. The museum
has an estimated 40,000 visitors annually,
and houses approximately 100,000 items,
including three-dimensional objects, photo-
graphs and more than 6,000 archival records.

The museum also hosts shows for Ju-
neau artists, undertakes digitization of in-
formation which might otherwise be lost,
has mounted exhibits on local jobs-pro-
ducing industries such as mining and fish-
eries and hosts student field trips.

A major complication with the possible
closure is that the museum is legally bound

by the Native American Graves Protection
and Repatriation Act, which requires on-
going coordination with Indigenous part-
ners and federal agencies regarding sen-
sitive items such as the 700-year-old fish
trap in the collection.

An April memo from the city manager
described the museum as “the only facility
where we could easily divest the property.”
Some individual assembly members con-
sider the facility a low priority.

Comments, best sent early in June,
can be directed to the Borough Assembly,
City and Borough of Juneau, 155 Heritage
Way, Juneau, AK 99801.

—Molly McCammon
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KENAI PENINSULA/HOPE

KETCHIKAN

A new edition of a classic book underway

The Kenai Peninsula Historical Association held its semiannual
meeting in Hope on May 2. The association is working to reprint
Alaska’s Kenai Peninsula: The Road Weve Traveled, that it published
in 2002. The booK’s first printing was done in the pre-digital era,
so it is a real challenge to relocate the original photos used. The
core of the book is itself a reprint of Alaska’s Kenai Peninsula, pub-
lished in Hope by Lois Hudson Allen in 1946. Allen had a career
in newspaper publishing in Colorado before moving to Alaska in
the mid-1930s. She produced a paper in Moose Pass and taught
school in Ninilchik before settling in Hope. After World War I,

Allen wrote the book to serve as a tourist guide.

PALMER

Visit historic Palmer cemetery on tour

Stories in Stone, a walking tour of the Palmer Pioneer Ceme-
tery, will take place June 9 and 10. This year’s theme is Hearth
and Homestead: Matriarchs of the Midnight Sun. The tour will
explore the lives of 12 Alaska women whose courage, care and
strength shaped their families and communities. Tickets are limit-
ed; get them online at Eventbrite.com.

Play celebrates adventures of a librarian

Sally Gwin was Palmer’s first credentialed librarian, serving as the
library’s director from 1979 to 1989. In April, the Palmer Library
and the Palmer Historical Society sponsored a one-woman play
about Gwin by local playwright Brigitte Preston, entitled, A Librar-
ian’s Epilogue. Sally Gwin, played by Diana Bailey, told stories about
her friendships with Ada Blackjack, Wild Bill Nelson, a Jonesville
coal miner, and some talkative ravens. Proceeds from the event ben-
efited the Palmer Library and the Palmer Historical Society.

The short life of Stormy the cabbage recalled
Titling his talk, “The Green Flash and the Fair,” Talis Colberg,

longtime Palmer resident, former Alaska attorney general and for-
mer director of the University of Alaska’s Mat-Su College, enter-
tained PHS members at their May meeting. Colberg recollected
on his personal connection with the fair, a cabbage named Stormy,
the fair’s origins in the 1930s and how it “continues to shape the
identify of Palmer today, a cornerstone of our community.”

SITKA

Locals regaled with Coast Guard true stories
The U.S. Coast Guard has had a presence in Sitka since the

1800s, and has been especially important for those who work and
travel on the sea. In February, the Sitka Maritime Heritage Soci-
ety’s annual meeting featured Coast Guard stories. Men and wom-
en of Sitka’s U.S. Coast Guard Air Station and Sitka residents who
have been part of search and rescue operations and other Coast
Guard activities shared their stories with the audience.
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Misadventures of Dammit the Donkey reported

An Artifact of the Month from Ketchikan Museums is a photo of
Dammit the Donkey, who lived on Prince of Wales Island and Ket-
chikan in the 1940s and early 1950s. Dammit was welcomed to the
town of Craig with a celebration when he arrived to work as a pack an-
imal to move heavy supplies. Dammit worked several years in Craig,
and when his services were no longer needed he was sent to live in Ket-
chikan. In 1951, Dammit showed up in an upstairs apartment in the
Thomas Basin Rooms, reportedly
as a practical joke on a man who
lived there. Afterwards, Dammit
could not be coaxed downstairs
with hay, and eventually a group
of men carried him down the stairs
on a thin mattress pad. Photogra-
pher Paulu Saari captured the in-
cident in a series of images for the
Ketchikan Daily News.

Men carry Dammit the Don-
key downstairs on a mattress.
Photo by Paulu Saari, 1951. KM
2003.2.63.900. Photo courtesy
Ketchikan Museums.

HAINES

Sheldon Museum redesigns its gallery

This spring, the Sheldon Museum in Haines completed an
overhaul of its main gallery, reports Will Steinfeld in the April 30,
2026, Chilkar Valley News. The exhibits were rearranged to pro-
duce a higher density of information and objects, replacing the
open-floor arrangement with standing panels encouraging an in-
tentional flow, according to museum director Brandon Wilks. A
display of Chilkat blankets and the Fresnel lens from the Eldred

Rock lighthouse remain as centerpieces in the room. Other objects

have not been on display before, including a new collection on
loan from the Excursion Inlet Cannery museum. Curators Andrea
Nelson and Blythe Carter worked over a year to develop the gal-
lery’s new format with the goal of showing the physical landscape
of Haines and the trade routes surrounding it, that make the place
different from others.

JUNEAU

Harbor cruise offers local gold mining history

As part of Juneaus Maritime Festival in May, GCHS board
member and Alaska Historical Society board member Rich Mattson
talked about the area’s world-class gold mining history on a harbor
history cruise. The society has other events scheduled. The first was
a big opening for the summer at Last Chance Mining Museum on
May 16. The society will be celebrating Flag Day at Sentinel Island
Lighthouse on June 14, and later in the summer unveiling a series
of panels about the history of Juneau Cold Storage and catastrophic
1936 landslide that killed 15 people in the same area.
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Grants available for local history projects

The Juneau History Grant, a collaborative project of the Ju-
neau-Douglas City Museum, Friends of the JDCM, and the Ju-
neau Community Foundation, is open to any individual or group
with a good idea for preserving or sharing Juneau’s history or cul-
ture who has the time and energy to follow it through to comple-
tion. Projects funded in the past include live performances, public
presentations, recordings, publications, community signage and
memorials. Projects are usually funded between $400 and $1,200,
but the committee will consider all worthy proposals within its
ability to subsidize. Applications are evaluated semi-annually and
are due each year on April 3 and October 1. Information is avail-
able on the museum website at Juneau.org/library/museum, or by
calling 907-586-3572 for alternative ways to apply.

Constitutional delegates profiled in newsletter

The Gastineau Channel Historical Society, a multi-year recipi-
ent of an award for its newsletter from the Alaska Historical Soci-
ety, just published a 24-page spring/summer edition highlighting
the 10 men and women from the Gastineau Channel who were
participants in Alaska’s constitutional convention in 1955-56.
Four of the seven territory-wide seats were won by Juneau can-
didates, and half of the six women delegates were from Juneau.
The profiles of each of the 10 discuss their roles at the convention,
include fascinating tidbits. For example, Tom and Jane Stewart
were married at the University of Alaska president’s home in the
middle of the convention, Bob Robertson signed the constitution
four years late, and Katherine Nordale shared a Jello recipe. Also of
note, Gemini Artificial Intelligence contributed an article. Editor
Laury Scandling wrote, “Don’t be alarmed—it was impressive.”
A member benefit is receiving the newsletter twice annually but
the society also offers individual copies for $5 each which can be
downloaded at juneauhistory.org.

. N
Reindeer

games

Yale University histo-
rian Joanne Freeman
enjoyed her visit to
the Fairbanks Run-
ning Reindeer Ranch
between talks about
colonial Americain
May. In Fairbanks, the
author of books on

the nation's formation
spoke about “The Perils
of Revolution” and in
Anchorage about “The
Great Experiment.”
Her visit was part of
the Alaska Historical
Society's Critical Issues
Lecture Series, spon-
sored by the Atwood
Foundation. Photo by
Mary Ludwig.

J

NOME

Norge centennial observed at Teller and Nome

Two Alaska members of the Explorers Club, two visitors from a
museum in Italy, and three Nome residents traveled to the small com-
munity of Teller in May to commemorate the May 13, 1926, con-
clusion of the Amundsen-Ellsworth-Nobile Transpolar Flight in the
airship Norge. The group located a plaque that Cook Inlet Historical
Society and the Alaska Division of Tourism had posted in the 1980s
on an old storefront, marking the area where the Norge had come to
rest. At the Carrie M. McLain Memorial Museum in Nome, Norge
items from the collection were put on display, including photographs,
some aluminum dishes, a large gas tank, and bits of fabric from the
airship. Instead of landing in Nome as planned, the Norge ended its
flight in Teller; the crew was tired after 72 hours of sometimes har-
rowing flight, had achieved the goal of crossing the North Pole, and
worried that weather between Teller and Nome would worsen.

Matteo Leddi and
Serena Pagella of the
Navy Museum of Tor-
tona, Piedmont, Italy;
Nome museum direc-
tor Cheryl Thompson
and Luca LaBom-
barda of Nome; and
Alaska Explorers
Club members Na-
talie Treadwell and
Casey Pape (holding
Explorers Club flag)
with the Norge landing site plaque on the Teller Trading Co. building.

ANCHORAGE

Cook Inlet Historical launches grant program

The Cook Inlet Historical Society received a generous bequest
from longtime, active members Loisann and John Reeder. With the
funds, CIHS has established two grant programs. The Anchorage
Origins micro-grant program will provide grants of $100-$1,000 to
Anchorage School District educators to facilitate place-based learn-
ing experiences that connect students with the history, ethnography
and culture of all peoples in the Cook Inlet area. The second is a
resumption of the CIHS Reeder-Davies grants to help individuals
with projects to research the history of Alaska, particularly of the
Cook Inlet area. These grants will range from $400-$1,000. Contact
the CIHS through its website for more information.

FAIRBANKS
AHS member appointed UAF chancellor

Longtime Alaska Historical Society member and presenter at
AHS conferences Col. Russ Vander Lugt has been appointed the
next chancellor of the University of Alaska Fairbanks. Russ is cur-
rently Commander of the 11th Airborne Division’s Arctic Aviation
Command at Fort Wainwright. He is a UAF alum who received an
interdisciplinary Ph.D. in Arctic and Northern Studies there. The
AHS board congratulates Russ and looks forward to our continued
partnership with him.
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FAIRBANKS

Pioneering Fairbanks family celebrated

Lynn Lara, collections management assistant at the UAF Alaska
and Polar Regions Collections and Archives, recently processed an
addition to the Bentley Family collection. Henry and Minnie Bent-
ley owned several businesses in Fairbanks, including the Bentley and
Sons Dairy, founded about 1922. Their four children were Helen,
George, Harry and Harold. Their youngest child, Harold, died trag-
ically in a boating accident at age 23. George and Harry stayed in
Fairbanks to continue the family’s business interests; Helen moved
to California. Most of the material in the collection is from Helen
and includes photographs, correspondence, her painting exercises
and receipts and documents from the family’s businesses.

The Bentley children on the porch of the family home. APRCA 2006-
072-0027.

“Plucky lady” profiled in one-woman show

Based on the book Mary Joyce: Taku to Fairbanks, 1000 Miles by
Dog Team, Jan Welch created a one-woman show about Joyce, who
came to Southeast Alaska in 1928. She was a nurse, hunting lodge
owner, bar proprietor, mink farmer, pilot, stewardess, radio oper-
ator and much more. Her biggest claim to fame, however, was her
trip by dog team from Taku to Fairbanks in 1936. Welch presented
her dramatic lecture about Mary Joyce, entitled “Plucky Lady,” at
the Alaska Mining Hall of Fame Museum last February.

Mining Hall of Famers remembered

The mining museum continues to host regular local history
evening programs. In April, as part of the induction of two new
members to the Hall of Fame, half of the program focused on
Carl Heflinger, who spent 65 years mining place gold throughout
Alaska. He arrived in Seward in 1930, retired from mining—by
then in the Livengood area—at age 87, and lived at the Fairbanks
Pioneer Home until he died at age 102 in 2014. The other part
of the program was about John Frank (EM.) Sims, educator at
the University of Alaska School of Mines, and for three decades
marketing director for Usibelli Coal Mine until retiring in 1994.
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Historic National Register designation explored

The May program was not about mining, but about Fairbanks’
Old City Hall, now the Distillery, and how being listed in the
National Register of Historic Places affects a business positively
and negatively. Presenters were Adam Freeburg, archaeologist with
the National Park Service based in Fairbanks, and Patrick Levy,
owner of the Fairbanks Distilling Company and, since 2014, Old
City Hall.

SEWARD

Major earthquake struck All-American city

'The headline of the Anchorage Daily Times on March 26, 1964,
was “Seward Wins All-America Title.” The newspaper featured a
12-page spread on Seward’s industrial achievements, its new busi-
nesses and its recreational potential, along with interviews with
happy Seward residents sharing their future plans for the commu-
nity. The coverage discussed oil exploration, crab research, ferry
service, fisheries processing, logging and improvements to the boat
harbor and city streets. The next day, a 9.2-magnitude earthquake
threatened to destroy the community. It changed all of Seward’s
residents’ lives forever. Many of the developments anticipated for
the new All-America City were eventually implemented, but on a
different schedule than was imagined on the day before the Great
Alaskan Earthquake. These insights were reported in the March
2026 issue of the Resurrection Bay Historical Society newsletter.

Swingin’ Grannies were ball-playing ambassadors

The Swingin’ Grannies was a women’s team in Seward that not
only played softball between 1979 and 1986, but also served as
ambassadors who welcomed cruise ships and hosted community
fundraisers. When the Resurrection Bay Historical Society’s muse-
um was at Third and Jefferson, Lee Poleske put together an exhibit
showcasing this effervescent group. Minimum age to be a Granny
was 35, and the softball team typically played against much younger
women. Many of the Grannies made their own costumes, which
included bloomers and sleep caps. This April, two of the Grannies,
Carol Souza and Peggy Jackson, shared their memories of team she-
nanigans at the society’s “Thursdays: Our History” event.

Swingin’ Grannies
team member
Peggy Jackson
(center) laughs

as Nell Watsjold
(Left) gets ready

to plaster a cream
pie in the face

of Coach Louie
Bencardino. Photo
courtesy Resurrec-
tion Bay Historical
Society.
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WWII, Red Lights and Russians on exhibit

The Resurrection Bay Historical Society invites all to their mu-
seum this summer. They have new exhibits on World War II and
the Red Light District, and exhibit upgrades to their exhibits on
the Jesse Lee Home, Benny Benson, the Alaska Railroad, the town’s
founding and the Russian-America era. Museum curator Allie Sta-
cy and the Exhibits Committee worked diligently over the winter.
The museum also will host through July 25 the Kodiak Maritime
Museum’s traveling exhibit 50 Years of Limited Entry: The Closing
of Alaska’s Salmon Commons. If you are in Seward on Summer Sol-
stice, June 21, the popular cemetery tour starts at 10:30 p.m.

KODIAK

Erskine family records detail early island life

The Kodiak History Museum has a collection of 382 letters
written by W.J. and Nellie Erskine to their daughter Carolyn, and
later to Carolyn’s husband, Chaffee Hall. W.]. Erskine, a Kodiak
businessman and employee of the Alaska Commercial Company,
bought the old Russian warchouse that now houses the Kodiak
History Museum from the ACC. The Erskines renovated the
building to serve as their house, and it became a center for dinners

and social events. Later, because of the family’s great collection
of books, the house became a sort of lending library. The letters
Nellie and W.J. wrote to their daughter during periods when she
was living in California tell of family and friends and general town
gossip. Their tone is humorous and affectionate, showing a warm
relationship between parents and daughter. One letter from her fa-
ther gently scolds 15-year-old Carolyn for sending a “disgraceful”
drawing of her mother after eating Christmas dinner.

Model kayaks harken back to 1912 eruption

The Kodiak History Museum has a display of model kayaks do-
nated by Eunice Neseth, who grew up in Afognak in the early 20th
century. An interview with Eunice explains the origin of the kayaks.
After the 1912 Novarupta eruption on the Alaska Peninsula, a num-
ber of residents of Katmai and surrounding villages were evacuat-
ed temporarily to Afognak. Eunice’s father, Hermann von Scheele,
a trader, recognized the refugees’ skill in carving ivory chains and
model kayaks, and purchased many of their creations. Eunice inher-
ited some of the kayaks and donated them to the museum.

Painful Indian boarding school history recalled

The Alutiiq Museum is bringing home a painful chapter of
local history through photographs and historical documents, ac-
cording to the Kodiak Daily Mirror of March 30, 2026. A new ex-
hibit, From Kodiak to Carlisle, Tracing Our Lost Students, recounts
the stories of 11 students taken from the Woody Island Baptist
Mission and Orphanage to the Carlisle Indian Industrial School in
Pennsylvania in 1901.

KETCHIKAN

Photo recalls stylish driving on town'’s first roads

Ketchikan’s first road was a 10-foot-wide plank boardwalk for
pedestrians and horse-drawn wagons, extending less than a quarter
mile from the corner of today’s Grant and Front Streets around Knob
Hill to Newtown. A few years later automobiles arrived. Ketchikan
Museums” February 2026 Artifact of the Month was a photograph
of Governor Wilfred B. Hoggett driving a 1911 International Har-
vester car on Main Street. The passengers include J.R. Heckman,
inventor of the floating fish trap, with his wife Marie, and George
Rounsefell of the Fidalgo Island Packing Company. Standing next to
the car, and in front of his practice, is Dr. John Myers.

In 1913, Newt Casperson, owner of Ketchikan Carbonation
Works, brought an auto to town to use as a taxi. The only road

the car could drive was from one cannery in Newtown to another
in what was called “Indian Town,” part of which was the original
10-foot-wide boardwalk. The taxi operated day and night. Within
a few months, more roads were added to connect to other parts
of town. The roads
were dirt; notably,
Front Street became
the first paved road
in Alaska in 1923.

Governor Wilfred
B. Hoggett driving
a 1911 International
Harvester car on
Main Street. Photo
courtesy Ketchikan
Museums.

Exhibit profiles cedar, the “Tree of Life"

A featured exhibit at the Tongass Historical Museum this spring
is Cedar: The Tree of Life. The exhibit explores the cultural, ecolog-
ical and artistic importance of red and yellow cedar in Southeast
Alaska. It highlights the knowledge and skill required to shape ce-
dar into cultural objects, works of art, and material to build homes
and communities.

HOPE

“Gold Rush” Peck remembered for colorful life

“Gold Rush” Peck Hassler was a feature of the Hope landscape
for almost 30 years. The Hope and Sunrise Historical Society’s
Winter 2025-2026 newsletter reports that visitors traveled from
afar to see in-person the old-time miner they knew from the Inter-
net or reality shows. Peck and his wife Dianne taught gold panning
to visitors near the Hope and Sunrise Historical Society’s museum
for many years. Sculptor Steve Carver carved a statue of Peck with
a gold pan. Peck grew up in Oregon, where he was introduced
to gold panning at age 10 by his grandfather. Peck and Dianne
moved to Hope in 1994 where he mined for gold and taught gold
panning. Peck passed away in November 2025 at age 81, just two
weeks before his and Dianne’s 42nd wedding anniversary.

—Rachel Mason
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Donate your
treasures f_or
silent auction

The Alaska Historical Society is solicit-
ing for donations of Alaskana for its silent
auction and bargain book sale, held as part
of our fall conference.

The auction is an important element of
the society’s fundraising efforts. It is fun
and gets Alaska books, art, jewelry and
ephemera to folks who will enjoy the trea-
sures. (Gift cards are welcome too.) Auc-
tion items make great gifts!

A catalog will be in the September
newsletter and on our website, and any-
one can bid often and bid high. But be-
fore then, please let us know—so they
can be in the catalog—if you have great
items to contribute by sending an email to
members@alaskahistoricalsociety.org.
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Prize fights in
the far north

Boxing was a big deal during the
Klondike gold rush, and blow-by-blow
descriptions of matches appeared in
Dawson’s Klondike Nugget and else-
where.

On both sides of the international
border, amateurs tested their mettle and
famous boxers like “Klondike Mike”
Mahoney and Frank Slavin plied their
trade. The wagers were heavy and the
pugilists could face life-changing injuries.
This 1898 account of a particularly brutal
bout shows how reluctant the Canadian
police were to rein in the spectacle:

“Kid Williams and William Moss
fought ten bloody rounds on Decem-
ber 26 at the Tivoli theatre, Dawson,
and the mounted police did not stop
the fight until Williams had been
knocked down six times in one round.
He would go down and lie groaning
until the man who was counting him
out would get up to nine, then he
would stagger to his feet, only to go
down again. When it was all over it was
found that the game little fighter ...

-

Sl
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This open-air bout at the Klondike's Eldorado Mine was between cousins John Stanley
and Charley Worden and was friendlier than most. University of Washington Libraries,
William Stanley Family Photographs (UW1826).

had been going it with a broken hand
since the second round, and a broken
jaw since the seventh. In the last three
rounds Moss hit him repeatedly on the
broken bone, and the pain nearly killed
him. His head has been put in a ce-
ment plaster, so that his jaw may grow

together. ... The fight was for an $800
purse, and the theatre was crowded.”

—Chris Allan
=

Sources: “Late News from Dawson,”
Times Colonist (Victoria, BC), February
2, 1899.
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